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Official Minutes of the Monday, July 10, 2017 
Board of Education Meeting 

Call to Order The Board of Education of Community Consolidated School District 59 in           
County of Cook, State of Illinois, held a meeting in accordance with provisions             
of the Open Meetings Act, according to Illinois law, at the District 59             
Administration Center, 2123 South Arlington Heights Road, Arlington Heights,         
Illinois on Monday, July 10, 2017.  The meeting was called to order at 7:00PM. 

Roll Call Members Present: President Barbara Somogyi, Vice-President Janice       
Krinsky, Sunil Bhave, Secretary - Members: Tim Burns, Karen Osmanski,          
Sharon Roberts and Mardell Schumacher 
Members Absent: none 

Others Superintendent, Dr. Arthur Fessler (participated via phone conference call);         
Associate Superintendent, Tom Luedloff; Assistant Superintendent for       
Business Services, CBSO, Vickie Nissen; Assistant Superintendent for Human         
Resources, Kelley Zerfahs; Assistant Superintendent for Educational Services,        
Karen Starr; Executive Director of Student Growth and Accountability, Dr.          
Josh Carpenter; Mrs. Trisha Senne, Evaluation and Assessment Facilitator;         
and Recording Secretary, Kathie Lange. 

Also Present Rose Kelly, John Jay Elementary and DEA; Becky Schuman, Robert Frost           
Elementary; Mary and Mike Vicars 1715 S. Ridge Dr., AH; ​Jeane Nickele,1530            
S. Kaspar Ave., AH; ​Michael Kaveney 600 Bristol Ln., EGV; Sandra Cherwin,          
1718 S. Ridge Dr., AH; M. Patt - 1622 S.Harvard Ave 60005; Donna Lytle 212              
W. Noyes, AH; Michelle Naumann 1164 Lancaster Ave. EGV; Jay Cherwin         
1003 Cedar Lane, 60005; Jerilyn Rhodes 1710 S. Ridge Dr. AH; Mila           
Krzyzewski, EGV; Nick Jahnke 614 W. Haven, AH; Joan Burke 907 W. Cedar            
Ln, AH;

Pledge of 
Allegiance The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America 

was recited.   

AUDIENCE RECESS 
Mrs. Mary Cosenza Vicars 1715 S. Ridge Dr., AH addressed the Board of             
Education on the topics of test scores, Dual Language instruction, and           
boundary changes. Mrs. Vicars provided a copy of her comments to be            
included in the minutes of the meeting (Attachment #1). 

Mrs. Joan Burke 907 W. Cedar Ln, AH addressed the Board of Education on              
the topics of boundaries, the outcome of a lawsuit involving School District            
U-46 Elgin, and District 59’s use of 80/20 rather than 50/50 model for Dual             
Language students. Mrs. Burke provided a copy of her comments to be           
included in the minutes of the meeting (Attachment #2).

Mr. Nick Jahnke 614 W. addressed the Board of Education on the topic of the               
District 59 Strategic Plan and the progress that has been made in the last              
three years. He shared that he is looking forward to his kindergarten daughter             
entering the two-way Dual Language Program at Juliette Low in August.  
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Mrs. Somogyi thanked the community members for their comments and          
thanked Mr. Jahnke for his service on the Superintendent’s Community          
Advisory Committee. 

CONSENT AGENDA  
Dr. Burns requested to pull Item 5.04 Human Resource Report from the 
Consent Agenda. 

MOTION by Mrs. Schumacher, seconded by Mrs. Roberts to adopt the following           
resolution: 

 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT on the 10th day of July, 2017, the Community Consolidated              
School District 59 Board of Education approve the Consent Agenda as           
presented/amended: 

6.01 Approval of Minutes-Prior Meetings 
 a. Regular Meeting Minutes of June 12, 2017 

b.   Closed Meeting Minutes of June 12, 2017 
c. Special Meeting Minutes of June 15, 2017 
d. Regular Meeting Minutes of June 26, 2017 
e. Closed Meeting Minutes of June 26, 2017 

6.02 Disbursements Resolution 
a. July 10, 2017 Disbursement Listing for FY 2016-17 
b. July 10, 2017 Disbursement Listing for FY 2017-18 

6.03 Acceptance of Financial Reports  
a. Detail Balance Sheet as of May 31, 2017 
b. Combined Revenue and Expense Report as of  May 31, 2017 
c. Investment Report as of May 31, 2017 
d. Activity Fund Statements as of May 31, 2017 

6.04 Acceptance of Recommendations: Human Resources Report 
a. Certified Contracts 
b. Certified Temporary Contracts 
c. Certified Retirement 
d. Certified Resignation 
e. ESP Contracts 
f. ESP Resignation 
g.  ESP Retirement 
h.   CAMEO Contract 
i. Temporary Summer Worker  
j. Certified Lane Changes 

 
6.05 Approval to Destroy 18 Month Old or Older Closed Session Recordings  

Roll Call Ayes: 7 Bhave, Burns, Krinsky, Osmanski, Roberts, Schumacher, and 
Somogyi 

Nays: 0  
Absent: 0  
Abstain: 0 Motion Carried: 7-0-0-0 

 

https://docs.google.com/a/ccsd59.org/document/d/1R4jKcpzDxT3baguW6-7QwcqDwobM9IpRiiTOp_6NO-M/edit?usp=sharing
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HUMAN RESOURCE REPORT 
MOTION by Mrs. Schumacher, seconded by Mr. Bhave to adopt the following           

resolution: 
 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT on the 10th day of July, 2017 the Community Consolidated School               
District 59 Board of Education approve the following Human Resources items: 

 
a. Certified Contracts 
Name Position/Location Lane/Step Salary Effective 
Sarah Jones Teacher / Brentwood B/BA Step 6 $48,506 2017-2018 
Jori Kaufmann Teacher / Devonshire B/BA Step 2 $44,812 2017-2018 
Kristen Mallery Keenan Teacher / Devonshire B/MA30 Step 10 $64,403 2017-2018 
Cassidy King Teacher / Salt Creek B/BA Step 1 $43,933 2017-2018 
Maggie Martinez Teacher / Devonshire B/BA Step 5 $47,555 2017-2018 
Jodi Marver Teacher / Low B/BA Step 1 $43,933 2017-2018 
Alison Mogge Teacher / Holmes B/MA30 Step 1 $53,890 2017-2018 
Mayra Nava-Marquez Teacher / Jay B/BA Step 1 $43,933 2017-2018 
Cristina Restaino Spch/Lang Path / Jay & ELC B/MA Step 5 $53,755 2017-2018 
Mia Romano Teacher / Clearmont B/BA Step 1 $43,933 2017-2018 
Katherinne Sardena Teacher / Salt Creek B/MA30 Step 10 $64,403 2017-2018 
Danielle Taylor Teacher / Rupley B/MA Step 1 $49,662 2017-2018 
 
b. Certified Temporary Contracts 
Name Position/Location Salary Effective 
Azucena Bahena Psych Intern / Devonshire $13,000 2017-2018 
Joanne Young ELL Tester / District $27.62/hour 2017-2018 
 
c. Certified Retirement 
Name Position/Location Effective 
Marjorie Swintek Teacher / Low 2018-2019 
 
d. Certified Resignations 
Name Position/Location Effective 
Ellen Forster ELL Tester / District 6/13/2017 
Timothy Prikkel Teacher / Jay 6/16/2017 
 
e. ESP Contracts 
Name Position/Location Lane/Step Salary Effective 
Patricia Croce EC Assistant / Ridge INSTA / Step 4 $19.28 7/24/2017 
Mona Kennedy Office Manager / Clearmont AA L4 / Step 1 $20.21 7/26/2017 
Maria Ortiz Assistant Secretary / Grove AA L2 / Step 1 16.92 7/3/2017 
Kelsey Owen ELS Assistant / Rupley INSTA / Step 1 $17.50 8/14/2017 
 
f. ESP Resignation 
Name Position/Location Effective 
Megan Henry Nurse / Salt Creek 6/29/2017 
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g. ESP Retirement 
Name Position/Location Effective 
Debbie Jaekel CIP Assistant / Friendship 6/30/2018 
Rebecca Schuman Technology Assistant / Frost 6/30/2018 
 
h. CAMEO Contract  
Name Position/Location   ​Lane/Step Salary Effective 
Robert Ramirez Night Custodian / District Wide CUST / Step 2 $17.17 6/9/2017

 
i. Temporary Summer Worker 
Name Position Wage Effective 
Meekael Hailu Maintenance $10.00 6/19/2017 

 
j. Certified Lane Changes  
Name Position/Location Lane/Step Salary Effective 
Kristine Griffin Teacher / Ridge A/MA15 Step 11 $79,053 2017-2018 
Donna Johnson Teacher / Ridge A/MA15 Step 16 $96,968 2017-2018 
Kathrynne Kavanaugh Teacher / Ridge A/MA15 Step 12 $82,349 2017-2018 
 
Dr. Burns expressed concerns about the hourly wage listed for an ELL tester in item (b.) Certified                 
Temporary Contracts.  
 
Ms. Zerfahs explained that a certified teacher must conduct language screenings.  
 
Mrs. Somogyi reminded board members that the Board Working Agreements suggests that questions             
regarding information contained in the Board packet should be clarified prior to the meeting so that                
the administration has time to prepare answers.  
 
Dr. Burns suggested that the Board members may need to receive the board packet on Wednesday                
rather than Thursday in order to have enough time to formulate questions and get a responses. Mrs.                 
Somogyi indicated that may be a possibility. 
 
Mrs. Schumacher shared that she had discussion with Dr. Fessler earlier in the week regarding               
concerns about some newly hired teachers starting at step 10 of the salary schedule.  

 
Roll Call Ayes: 6 Bhave, Krinsky, Osmanski, Roberts, Schumacher, and 

Somogyi 

Nays: 1 Burns  
Absent: 0  
Abstain: 0 Motion Carried: 6-1-0-0 

 
REPORTS OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Mrs. Schumacher met with Dr. Fessler during the week.   She also indicated that 
she spent much time responding to community members’ emails and phone 
calls since the last meeting.  
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Ms. Krinsky attended the following training sessions since the last Board 
meeting: 

● K-12 Writing Workshop 
● The Literacy Club: Effective Instruction and Intervention for 

Linguistically Diverse Learners 
● MTSS Intervention Design and Strategies Training 

 
Dr. Burns requested to bring up three matters: 

● Videorecording Board Meetings.  Dr. Burns feels all Board of 
Education meetings should be video recorded and/or streamed live so 
files can be posted and accessible on the district website.  

● Dr. Burns requested to go on record as stating that Item 8.03 (Intent 
to Issue Working Cash Bonds) is one of the District’s most important 
financial decisions of this decade and possibility the next.  He feels 
strongly this topic/recommendation should have been brought to the 
Finance Committee before coming to the Board. 

● Dr. Burns enjoyed the 4th of July parade at Summer Quest at Rupley, 
but expressed concerns about dismissal being delayed 25 minutes 
due to the event.  

 
Mrs. Osmanski shared that since the last Board meeting, she has reflected on 
her need to be a more positive and visible upstander for District 59 values. 
She believes that the Board needs to have an understanding, acceptance, and 
commitment to uphold the core values of District 59. 

 
SPECIAL INTEREST TOPICS 

Mrs. Schumacher asked for clarification on the ranking for improvement 
projects such as resurfacing/repairing parking lots.   Mr. Rossi explained that 
these projects come before the Facilities Planning and Advisory Committee. 
Members of the committee visited the locations to view the condition of the 
parking lots before making a recommendation for resurfacing.  
 
Dr. Burns inquired about the location for the Administrator and Teacher Salary 
and Benefits Report on the website and questioned if the link might need to be 
moved to make it any easier for the public to find.   Ms. Zerfahs shared that 
the report is available in a drop down on the Human Resource page.  
 
Dr. Burns suggested that in response to a Board member needing to submit a 
FOIA request for an audio tape of the last Board meeting, the District could 
consider having audio and/or video files of all Board meetings available on the 
website for the general public. 
 
Mrs. Somogyi responded that staff is looking into that possibility.  

 
ACTION ITEMS  
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8.01  APPROVAL OF 2017 STRATEGIC PLAN FOCUS AREAS - INSTRUCTION, 
COMMUNICATION, HUMAN RESOURCES, AND FINANCE 

 
MOTION by Mr. Bhave, seconded by Mrs. Osmanski to adopt the following resolution: 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, on the 10th day of July, 2017, the Community Consolidated             
School District 59 Board of Education approves the 2017 Strategic Plan Focus Areas,             
for Instruction, Communication, Human Resources, and Finance.  
 
Mrs. Roberts indicated that she would like to have a way for Board members to see                
how the transition is going with implementation of Readers and Writers workshop in             
classrooms.  
 
Mrs. McAbee replied that once the Strategic Plan Focus Areas have been approved             
by the Board, the next step would be to designing a way to measure implementation. 
 
Dr. Burns feels that Strategic Plan Focus Areas should tie in with Discussion Item              
11.01 District Assessment and Annual Growth Goals. He suggested that approval           
should possibly be postponed until after discussion on 11.01 has taken place. 
 
Mrs. Schumacher stated that she disagrees with the focus area related to providing             
spanish translation for all communication pieces.  
  

Roll Call Ayes: 7 Bhave, Burns, Krinsky, Osmanski, Roberts, Schumacher, and 
Somogyi 

Nays: 0  
Absent: 0  
Abstain: 0 Motion Carried: 7-0-0-0  

 
Mrs. Schumacher indicated that although she voted in favor this action item, 
she does not agree with all of the focus areas. 

 
8.02  APPROVAL OF STUDENT DEVICE REFRESH  

MOTION by Mrs. Roberts, seconded by Mrs. Osmanski to adopt the following resolution: 
 
WHEREAS CCSD59 established a recommendation for the technology environment         
moving forward in order to afford students greater opportunities to learn with            
technology to prepare them to be successful for life 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, on the 10th day of July, 2017, the Board of               
Education of Community Consolidated School District 59 authorizes the         
implementation of a plan to provide a Chromebook for all students in grades 1-8, and a                
carrying case for all students in grades 3-8.  
 
Ms. Krinsky requested to amend the current motion on the floor. 
 

MOTION to amend by Ms. Krinsky, seconded by Mrs. Schumacher:  
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WHEREAS CCSD59 established a recommendation for the technology environment         
moving forward in order to afford students greater opportunities to learn with            
technology to prepare them to be successful for life 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, on the 10th day of July, 2017, the Board of               
Education of Community Consolidated School District 59 authorizes the         
implementation of a plan to provide a Chromebook for all students in ​grades 1-8              
grades 3-8 ​, and a carrying case for all students in grades 3-8.  
 
Board discussion included the use of chromebooks in school and at home, use of              
chromebooks/tablets used for homework, students’ access to internet for homework,          
and what grades should be allowed to take devices home.  
 
Dr. Burns requested to extend the public comment session. Mrs. Somogyi asked if             
there were any objections and there were none.  
 
Ms. Mila Krzyzewski (District 59 parent) expressed her opinion on the use of student              
devices at home and her thoughts on the lack of homework assignments for her two               
students. 

Roll Call Vote on the Amendment: 
Ayes: 6   Bhave, Krinsky, Osmanski, Roberts, Schumacher, and 

Somogyi 

Nays: 0  
Absent: 0  
Abstain: 1  Burns Motion Carried: 6-0-0-1  
 

Mrs. Somogyi explained that in addition to the Roll Call vote for approval of the               
amendment, Robert’s Rules requires another Roll Call vote for approval of the            
original motion as amended ​* (*see strikeout and bold text above). 

Roll Call Vote on the Original Motion as Amended 
Ayes: 6   Bhave, Krinsky, Osmanski, Roberts, Schumacher, and 

Somogyi 

Nays: 0  
Absent: 0  
Abstain: 1  Burns Motion Carried: 6-0-0-1  
 

8.03 ​Resolution Declaring The Intention To Issue Not To Exceed $20,000,000           
Working Cash Fund Bonds For The Purpose Of Increasing The Districts’           
Working Cash Fund And Directing That Notice Of Such Intention Be           
Published In The Manner Provided By The Law  
Mrs. Somogyi asked the Board if they would like to discuss this item before              
making a motion to adopt the resolution.  Board members agreed.  

Dr. Burns stated that he feels that this item should go back to the Finance               

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jjASUiCSxTR0j0I5V4p3vGgd3hYLHrySklR_j1ZIuGk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jjASUiCSxTR0j0I5V4p3vGgd3hYLHrySklR_j1ZIuGk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jjASUiCSxTR0j0I5V4p3vGgd3hYLHrySklR_j1ZIuGk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jjASUiCSxTR0j0I5V4p3vGgd3hYLHrySklR_j1ZIuGk/edit?usp=sharing
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Committee to determine a finite number rather than a recommendation for an            
amount ‘not to exceed $20,000,000.00’. He stated that something of this           
magnitude should have been discussed first in the Finance Committee and           
that a recommendation from the Finance Committee should have come to the            
Board. 

Dr. Fessler stated that he agreed with Dr. Burns. 

Ms. Nissen clarified that the resolution before the Board is not for approval of              
the sale of bonds, but rather to give the District the authorization to proceed              
with the process. She introduced Elizabeth Hennessy from William Blair &           
Company who was available to respond to Board members’ questions. 

Mrs. Roberts shared that she had previously inquired about what the cost            
would be to put a stop on the construction of the new Administration Center.              
She asked Mr. Rossi to summarize that conversation and share his thoughts.  

Mr. Rossi shared that it would be a complicated and lengthy process. He             
indicated it would involve eleven prime contractors and 40 sub-contractors.          
Some contractors may want to negotiate and some may want to litigate if the              
Board decided not to proceed with building the new Administration Center.           
Additionally, negotiations would need to take place with Red Rocks 4 LLC who             
purchased the current Administration Center and property.  

In response to a question, Ms. Hennessy indicated that the cost of issuing             
$20,000,000.00 in bonds would be an average of $24.12 per year for a             
$250,000 home. 

Mr. Bhave asked for clarification to be certain that the current motion before             
the Board is to keep the option on the table and not to actually issue any debt                 
at the time.  

He received confirmation from Ms. Nissen that the vote to issue debt would             
not occur until September of 2017. 

MOTION by Mr. Bhave, seconded by Mrs. Roberts to adopt the following resolution as             
presented: 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of Article 20 of the School Code of the             
State of Illinois, and all laws amendatory thereof and supplementary thereto           
(the ​“Code”​), a fund to be known as a Working Cash Fund (the ​“Fund”​) may be                
created and maintained in and for Community Consolidated School District          
Number 59, Cook County, Illinois (the ​“District”​), in the manner prescribed in           
the Code, for the purpose of enabling the District to have in its treasury at all                
time sufficient money to meet demands thereon for expenditures for corporate           
purposes; and 
 
WHEREAS, the District has heretofore created and maintained such Fund in           
the manner prescribed by the Code; and 

 
WHEREAS, under the provisions of the Code, the Board of Education of the 
District (the ​“Board”​) is authorized to incur an indebtedness and issue bonds 
as evidence thereof (the ​“Bonds”​) for the purpose of increasing the Fund; and 
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WHEREAS, the Board has determined and does hereby determine that it is 
advisable, necessary and in the best interests of the District that the Fund be 
increased and that the District incur an indebtedness and issue Bonds as 
evidence thereof in an amount not to exceed $20,000,000 for said purpose; 
and 
 
WHEREAS,before such Bonds may be issued for said purpose, the Board 
must adopt a resolution declaring its intention to issue such Bonds for said 
purpose and direct that notice of such intention be published as provided by 
law: 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: By The Board of Education of 
Community Consolidated School District Number 59, Cook County, Illinois As 
Follows:  
 
Section 1 ​.  ​Incorporation of Preambles.​  The Board hereby finds that all of the 
recitals contained in the preambles to this Resolution are full, true and correct 
and does incorporate them into this Resolution by this reference. 
 

Section 2 ​.  ​Declaration of Intent.  ​The Board hereby declares its intention to 
avail of the provisions of the Code, and to issue Bonds in an amount not to 
exceed $20,000,000 for the purpose of increasing the Fund and enabling the 
District to have in its treasury at all time sufficient money to meet demands 
thereon for expenditures for corporate purposes. 
 

Section 3 ​.  ​Notice of Intent.​  In accordance with the provisions of Section 5 of 
the Local Government Debt Reform Act of the State of Illinois, as amended, 
notice of said intention to avail of the provisions of Article 20 of the Code and 
to issue Bonds for the purpose of increasing the Fund shall be given by 
publication of such notice at least once in the ​Daily Herald,​ the same being a 
newspaper of general circulation in the District. 
 
Section 4 ​.  ​Form of Notice.  ​The notice of intention to issue the Bonds shall be 
in substantially the following form: 

 

NOTICE OF INTENTION OF 
COMMUNITY CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL DISTRICT NUMBER 59 

COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
TO ISSUE NOT TO EXCEED $20,000,000 

WORKING CASH FUND BONDS 

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that on the 10th day of July, 2017, the Board of Education                 
(the ​“Board”​) of Community Consolidated School District Number 59, Cook County, Illinois (the            
“District”​), adopted a resolution declaring its intention and determination to issue bonds in an              
aggregate amount not to exceed $20,000,000 for the purpose of increasing the Working Cash              
Fund of the District, and it is the intention of the Board to avail of the provisions of Article 20 of                    
the School Code of the State of Illinois, and all laws amendatory thereof and supplementary               
thereto, and to issue said bonds for the purpose of increasing said Working Cash Fund. Said                
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Working Cash Fund is to be maintained in accordance with the provisions of said Article and               
shall be used for the purpose of enabling the District to have in its treasury at all time sufficient                   
money to meet demands thereon for expenditures for corporate purposes.  

A petition may be filed with the Secretary of the Board (the ​“Secretary”​) within thirty (30)               
days after the date of publication of this notice, signed by not less than 3,347 voters of the                 
District, said number of voters being equal to ten percent (10%) of the registered voters of the                 
District, requesting that the proposition to issue said bonds as authorized by the provisions of               
said Article 20 be submitted to the voters of the District. If such petition is filed with the                 
Secretary within thirty (30) days after the date of publication of this notice, an election on the                
proposition to issue said bonds shall be held on the 20th day of March, 2018. The Circuit Court                  
may declare that an emergency referendum should be held prior to said election date pursuant               
to the provisions of Section 2A1.4 of the Election Code of the State of Illinois, as amended. If                 
no such petition is filed within said thirty (30) day period, then the District shall thereafter be                 
authorized to issue said bonds for the purpose hereinabove provided. 

By order of the Board of Education of Community Consolidated School District            
Number 59, Cook County, Illinois. 

DATED ​ this 10th day of July, 2017.   1

Sunil Bhave Barbara Somogyi 
Secretary, Board of Education, 
Community Consolidated School District 
Number 59, Cook County, Illinois 

President, Board of Education, 
Community Consolidated School District 
Number 59, Cook County, Illinois 

 

Section 5. ​Further Proceedings. ​If no petition signed by the requisite number of voters is filed               
with the Secretary of the Board within thirty (30) days after the date of the publication of such                  
notice of intention to issue the Bonds, the Board shall, by appropriate proceedings to be               
hereafter taken, fix the details concerning the issue of the Bonds and provide for the levy of a                  
direct annual tax to pay the principal and interest on the same. 

 
Section 6 ​. ​Severability. If any section, paragraph, clause or provision of this Resolution shall             
be held to be invalid or unenforceable for any reason, the invalidity or unenforceability of such                
section, paragraph, clause or provision shall not affect any of the remaining provisions of this               
Resolution. 

 
Section 7 ​. ​Repealer and Effective Date. ​All resolutions and parts of resolutions in conflict             
herewith be and the same are hereby repealed and that this Resolution be in full force and                 
effect forthwith upon its adoption. 

Adopted July 10, 2017. 
 

President, Board of Education 

       Secretary, Board of Education 
 
 

1 ​ ​Note to Publisher:  Please be certain that this notice appears over the names of the President and Secretary of the Board. 
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Member _______________________ moved and Member  
 
________________________ seconded the motion that said resolution as presented         

and read by title be adopted. 
 
After a full and complete discussion thereof, the President directed the Secretary to call              

the roll for a vote upon the motion to adopt said resolution. 
Upon the roll being called, the following members voted ​AYE​:  

The following members voted ​NAY​:  
 
Whereupon the President declared the motion carried and said resolution adopted, and            

in open meeting approved and signed said resolution and directed the Secretary to record the               
same in full in the records of the Board of Education of Community Consolidated School               
District Number 59, Cook County, Illinois, which was done. 

Other business not pertinent to the adoption of said resolution was duly transacted at              
said meeting. 

Upon motion duly made, seconded and carried, the meeting was adjourned. 
 

Secretary, Board of Education 
 

STATE OF ILLINOIS ) 
)  SS 

COUNTY OF COOK ) 

CERTIFICATION OF MINUTES AND RESOLUTION 

I, the undersigned, do hereby certify that I am the duly qualified and acting Secretary of                
the Board of Education of Community Consolidated School District Number 59, Cook County,            
Illinois (the ​“Board”​), and that as such official I am the keeper of the records and files of the                   
Board. 

I do further certify that the foregoing constitutes a full, true and complete transcript of               
the minutes of the meeting of the Board held on the 10th day of July, 2017, insofar as same                  
relates to the adoption of a resolution entitled: 

RESOLUTION declaring the intention to issue not to exceed         
$20,000,000 Working Cash Fund Bonds of Community       
Consolidated School District Number 59, Cook County, Illinois,       
for the purpose of increasing the Working Cash Fund of said           
School District, and directing that notice of such intention be          
published in the manner provided by law. 

a true, correct and complete copy of which said resolution as adopted at said meeting appears                
in the foregoing transcript of the minutes of said meeting. 



 
 
 

Board Minutes – ​07/10/2017 
Item – ​6.01(a)  

Page 12 

I do further certify that the deliberations of the Board on the adoption of said resolution                
were conducted openly, that the vote on the adoption of said resolution was taken openly, that                
said meeting was held at a specified time and place convenient to the public, that notice of said                  
meeting was duly given to all of the news media requesting such notice, that an agenda for                 
said meeting was posted at the location where said meeting was held and at the principal office                 
of the Board at least 72 hours in advance of the holding of said meeting, that at least one copy                   
of said agenda was continuously available for public review during the entire 72 hour period               
preceding said meeting, that a true, correct and complete copy of said agenda as so posted is                 
attached hereto as ​Exhibit A, ​that said meeting was called and held in strict compliance with               
the provisions of the Open Meetings Act of the State of Illinois, as amended, and with the                 
provisions of the School Code of the State of Illinois, as amended, and that the Board has                 
complied with all of the provisions of said Act and said Code and with all of the procedural rules                   
of the Board in the conduct of said meeting and in the adoption of said resolution. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF,​ I hereunto affix my official signature, this 10th day of July, 2017.
Secretary, Board of Education 

Dr. Burns requested a point of inquiry.  He asked for confirmation on process 
for community members to petition the Board to put this on a ballot. 
 
Ms. Nissen and Ms. Hennessey confirmed that a petition signed by 10% of the 
registered voters of the District submitted within 30 days of the intent being 
published in the newspaper would require an election on the proposition to 
issue bonds to be put before the voters on March, 20, 2018.  
  

Roll Call Ayes: 4 Bhave, Osmanski, Roberts, and Somogyi 

Nays: 2  Burns and Schumacher  
Absent: 0  
Abstain: 1 Krinsky  Motion Carried: 4-2-0-1 

 
Dr. Burns indicated he wished to state once more that this entire matter has 
been independent of the Finance Committee. 
 
Board members had discussion on the amount to direct Ms. Nissen to use for 
a place holder in the draft of the tentative budget.  ​T​he majority of the Board 
came to consensus to direct Ms. Nissen to modify the intention to issue 
Working Cash Bonds from ‘not more than 20 million dollars’ down to 15 million 
dollars.  

 
8.04  APPROVAL TO RECOMMEND MRS. BARBARA SOMOGYI AS A CANDIDATE 

FOR THE POSITION OF VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE ILLINOIS ASSOCIATION 
OF SCHOOL BOARDS  

Dr. Burns stated he feels the District 59 Board of Education is in distress and               
Mrs. Somogyi should focus all of her attention on the D59 Board rather than              
running as an officer for another organization. 
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Mrs. Osmanski, Mrs. Roberts, Ms. Krinsky and Mr. Bhave gave Mrs. Somogyi            
many compliments on her commitment and the leadership she has shown in            
District 59 and IASB. They expressed confidence in her ability to manage            
both positions if she were to be elected as Vice-President of IASB. 

Dr. Burns requested a point of inquiry. He asked how many tax dollars have              
been used for Mrs. Somogyi’s campaign.  

Mrs. Somogyi responded that zero tax dollars were used for a campaign. 

MOTION by Ms. Krinsky, seconded by Mrs. Schumacher to recommend Mrs. Barbara           
Somogyi as a candidate for the position of Vice-President of the Illinois            
Association of School Boards.  

Roll Call Ayes: 5 Bhave, Krinsky, Osmanski, Roberts, and Schumacher 

Nays: 1 Burns
Absent: 0 
Abstain: 1 Somogyi Motion Carried: 5-1-0-1 

DISCUSSION 
ITEM 

APPROVAL OF CONTRACTED RATES FOR TAXICAB SERVICES FOR 
TRANSPORTING STUDENTS 

Background 
District 59 issued a Request for Proposal (RFP) to four (4) taxicab service companies for the 
purposes of establishing their contracted rates for the 2017/18 school year. Taxi services are 
used in cases where the district is mandated to provide transportation for a homeless or special 
education student, and the student’s location cannot be routed in conjunction with other 
standard school bus services. 

The federal McKinney-Vento Act establishes requirements related to homeless students and 
specifically requires school districts to provide transportation to a student’s school of origin, 
even if the school of origin is located in another district. Students are allowed to remain in their 
school of origin for the duration of their homelessness. There is no specific time limit on 
homelessness. During the 2016/17 school year, District 59 transported approximately 44 
homeless students on a daily basis.  

In cases where single special education students need to be transported to an outside 
placement, the District will use taxicab services. In addition to taxicab services, the District also 
employs Grand Prairie’s Division One vehicles (vans) or works to share services with other 
local districts when possible. During the 2016/17 school year, the District transported 
approximately 9 students on a regular basis to outplacement programs, by taxi. 

Over the past few years, one single carrier has been unable to provide reliable services for all 
students, so the RFP expressly stated that cab services will not be limited to one company. 
Rather, the purpose of the RFP was to establish rates that District 59 will be charged when 
using taxi services. The intent is to assign a route to the cab company best suited to meet the 
needs of the District and the student, both from a cost and quality of service perspective.  
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The taxicab contractor must provide, at its sole cost and expense, the appropriate number of 
vehicles with equipment in strict compliance with State and Federal standards and must 
employ qualified and properly licensed drivers. The term of the contract is for one year 
beginning August 15, 2017 through August 15, 2018.  
 
This resolution approves the rates as quoted by these taxicab companies.  

 

 
  

NEW/CONTINUING BUSINESS 
Dr. Burns expressed a desire to have District 59 Board of Education meetings 
recorded and available on the website for the community.  
 
Mrs. Somogyi indicated that this topic will be added as a Discussion Item for the 
the August 14, 2017 Board of Education meeting. 
 
Mrs. Schumacher requested to read an article on technology.   The article is 
attached to the minutes of this meeting. (ATTACHMENT #3).  
 
Mrs. Schumacher addressed Mrs. Vicars in the audience and shared her 
preference for support of the 50/50 method of teaching dual language students. 
 
Mrs. Vicars requested that all Board members publicly share their preference for 
the ELL model they support and explain why.  
 
Mrs. Somogyi reminded members of the audience that public comments occur 
during 4.0 Comments and Suggestions From The Audience.  She suggested 
that community members contact individual Board members regarding their 
preference related to the ELL model. 
 
Dr. Burns expressed concerned about the District 59 ELL Access test scores.  
 

 
 
 
 





ATTACHMENT(#1(
COMMENTS(PROVIDED(BY(MARY(CONSENZA(VICARS(



7/10/2017&Board&of&Education&Meeting&

I&am&Mary&Cosenza&Vicars.&&I&live&at&1715&South&Ridge&Drive,&in&Arlington&Heights.&

I&am&speaking&tonight&as&I&have&at&the&last&three&board&meetings.&&In&the&past&few&months&my&group&has&brought&
up&several&issues&and&posed&several&questions&that&are&not&unique&to&Juliette&Low.&&I&know&these&problems&are&
not&unique&to&Low&as&others&from&other&59&schools&have&contacted&me.&&While&we&have&heard&the&
administration’s&position,&we&don’t&know&all&the&board&member’s&positions.&&&

We&have&brought&up&the&low&PARCC&scores&and&ratings&for&Juliette&Low&and&many&of&the&other&59&schools.&&We&
have&shown&that&other&schools&with&similar&demographics&are&doing&better.&&We&have&shown,&with&the&numbers&
that&Tom&provided&on&June&15,&that&homes&in&59&are&worth&less&than&homes&in&25.&&If&the&home&is&south&of&Central&
in&our&neighborhood,&the&only&variable&is&Juliette&Low.&

We&have&shown&you&that&approximately&only&67&neighborhood&students&out&of&398,&attend&Low.&&Tom&agrees&
that&there&are&many&students&who&live&in&our&neighborhood&that&attend&Catholic&school.&&

While&some&of&you&have&told&me&that&you&don’t&care&about&the&PARCC&score,&after&talking&to&the&State&Board&of&
Education&folks&last&week,&PARCC&will&be&used&again&next&year.&&Some&of&you&have&said&that&your&tests&show&
growth&and&you&are&satisfied&with&the&administration’s&results.&Well,&if&the&administration&gets&to&choose&which&
test&will&be&used&to&show&progress,&are&you&really&surprised&that&there&is&growth?&&When&I&was&teaching&I&could&
show&growth&every&year&if&I&determined&the&assessment;&if&I&created&the&rubric;&and&I&was&the&one&grading&the&
students’&essays.&&If&I&was&a&board&member,&I&would&ask&why&all&our&children,&especially&our&nonZEnglish&speaking&
students,&don’t&do&well&on&PARCC,&especially&if&in&other&districts,&the&nonZEnglish&students&do.&

We&mentioned&changing&how&we&teach&the&nonZEnglish&speaking&students.&I&advocate&50Z50&or&immersion.&&Most&
of&you&have&not&told&me&why&you&don’t&agree.&

You&have&not&told&us&your&opinion&on&changing&boundaries.&We&have&been&told&that&we&can’t&change&boundaries&
because&Elgin&tried&and&that&ended&up&in&a&huge&lawsuit.&&I&am&advocating&changing&boundaries&so&that&children&
live&close&to&the&schools&they&attend.&&There&is&value&in&having&kids&go&to&schools&that&are&closer&to&their&home.&&
Are&working&parents&going&to&want&to&travel&2&½&miles&to&their&child's&school&and&another&2&½&miles&back&home&
for&a&thirty&to&forty&minute&round&trip&commute&after&working&all&day?&&Having&a&school&in&a&local&community&is&
something&that&residents&can&drive&by&every&day&and&be&proud&of.&&&

In&the&case&of&Low,&I&would&advocate&changing&the&boundaries&to&include&some&of&the&area&east&of&AH&Road&that&
now&goes&to&FV.&&That&would&mean&that&some&children&who&live&in&apartments&as&well&as&homes&would&attend&
Low.&&Maybe&there&are&other&ways&to&change&boundaries,&but&we&are&not&advocating&changing&boundaries&based&
on&racial&or&ethnic&lines.&&

In&conclusion,&even&though&you&hired&the&current&administration,&we&do&expect&you&to&question&their&educational&
philosophy&and&practices.&It&is&your&job&is&to&be&our&watchdogs.&&One&former&village&trustee&told&me&that&it&wasn’t&
the&questions&that&the&board&members&ask&that&counts,&it&is&the&questions&that&they&don’t&ask&that&you&have&to&
look&at.&&&

As&our&elected&representatives,&we&have&the&right&to&know&not&only&how&every&one&of&you&stand&on&the&issues&
and&why&you&hold&these&positions.&&We&think&it&is&reasonable&that&every&one&of&you&tell&us&how&you&stand&on&
these&issues&either&tonight&at&this&board&meeting&or&at&the&next&board&meeting.&We&don't&think&that&we&are&
asking&too&much&given&the&recent&tax&bill&we&received.&&It&is&not&unrealistic&to&set&a&high&standard&for&District&59&
schools&to&be&ranked&among&the&top&just&as&many&schools&in&surrounding&towns&are.&&Thank&you&for&your&time.&&&

&



&

&

&

&

&
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ATTACHMENT #2 
COMMENTS FROM  JOAN BURKE  
(Copy for the minutes was provided by Mrs. Burke) 
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ATTACHMENT #3 
Mrs. Schumacher read the following article aloud and provided a copy for the minutes:
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Attachment #4 

District Assessment and Annual Growth Goals 
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