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Official Minutes of the Monday, August 28, 2017 
Board of Education Meeting 

Call to Order The Board of Education of Community Consolidated School District 59 in           
County of Cook, State of Illinois, held a meeting in accordance with provisions             
of the Open Meetings Act, according to Illinois law, at the District 59             
Administration Center, 2123 South Arlington Heights Road, Arlington Heights,         
Illinois on Monday, August 28, 2017. The meeting was called to order at             
7:00PM.  

Roll Call Members Present: President Barbara Somogyi, Vice-President Janice       
Krinsky, Sunil Bhave, Secretary - Members: Tim Burns, Karen Osmanski,          
Sharon Roberts, and Mardell Schumacher 
Members Absent: None 

Others Superintendent, Dr. Arthur Fessler; Associate Superintendent, Tom Luedloff;        
Assistant Superintendent for Business Services, CBSO, Vickie Nissen;        
Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources, Kelley Zerfahs; Assistant        
Superintendent for Educational Services, Karen Starr; Assistant       
Superintendent for Innovative Learning and Communication, Ben Grey;        
Executive Director of Student Growth and Accountability, Dr. Josh Carpenter;          
Executive Director of Literacy, Dr. Kim Barrett; Executive Director for          
Innovative Learning, Ross Vittore; Director of Communications and Design,         
David Pohlmeier; and Recording Secretary, Kathie Lange. 

Also Present Dr. Rob Bohanek, Ridge Family Center for Learning Principal; Dr. Michael           
Merritt, Brentwood Elementary School Principal; Marjorie Bottari, Brentwood        
Elementary School Assistant Principal; Mr. Randy Steinkamp, Devonshire        
Elementary School Principal; Mr. John Harrington, Grove Jr. High School          
Principal; William Hogan Friendship Jr. High School Assistant Principal;         
District 59 Education Association Officers - Ann Wing (FJHS), Michele Lara           
(Salt Creek). In addition, a scanned copy of the Guest Sign-In Sheet from             
August 28, 2017 is attached to minutes of this meeting (Attachment #1). 

Pledge of Allegiance 

PRESENTATION 
Summer Programming Highlights 
Mr. Bill Timmins and Mr. John Harrington, introduced members of the Summer 
Quest staff who shared highlights of the Summer Quest programs offered at 
Rupley, Robert Frost, Forest View and Grove Jr. High School. 

Students who shared their experiences with the Board of Education include: 

Zachary Straube, Violeta Lubianos Szilvagyi, Jiromi Grimaldo, Collin 
Keane, Raul Michel Aguilar, Erdembileg Amarsanaa, Teja Janjanam, 
Hristo Illiev, Madelyn Bochnak, Madelyn Bochnak, Mya Johnson, Kyle 
Niven, Yulissa Alvarado, and Lukasz Letkiewicz. 
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DISCUSSION ITEMS 
5.01  Student Growth Targets  (Attachment #2) 

The board continued discussions regarding growth targets for student 
learning. Three goal areas are being discussed and include the FAST, 
Fountas & Pinnell (F&P), and the PARCC assessments.   The district is 
also considering using student growth scores associated with the PARCC 
assessment to better understand and share student growth over time.  

Board members expressed a desire to receive data from District 214 
showing how District 59 students are progressing in high school.  Dr. 
Fessler will follow up with Dr. Schuler. 

5.02  Dual  Language Format   - (Attachment #3) 
Dr. Fessler asked for direction from the Board on the dual language 
model for ELL students.   After discussion, it was determined that Mrs. 
McAbee will look at ELL student profiles to determine which students may 
benefit from a 50/50 model. 

Mrs. McAbee will also gather information about teacher evaluations for 
dual language teachers in buildings that do not have a bilingual 
administrator. 

5.03 Attendance Boundaries 
Mr. Luedloff shared information on  seven district boundary shifts 
which have occurred in  the  district since 1979. 

Mr. Luedloff  will  provide a more indepth  look  at  current 
demographic,  enrollment, grade-level,  programming data  and  the 
distance that  students are traveling to attend  their  assigned school. 
The  board will  have further discussion at  the  Sept. 25th meeting. 

COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS FROM THE AUDIENCE 
Mrs. Mary Cosenza Vicars, 1715 Ridge Dr. - Arlington Heights, addressed           
the Board of Education on the topics of working cash bonds, district            
finances, student devices, the new administration center, and PARCC         
exam results. 

Mr. Richard Hofherr, 312 Norman Ct., Des Plaines, IL, addressed the           
Board of Education on the topics of the budget, the Early Learning Center             
construction project, staffing, the commissary, and the ELL program. 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1T519KJ6DD3ra8MLMDrwwWkROgS-DtS4RoyZHO6KhhXg/edit#slide=id.g2439e48af0_4_25
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Mrs. Joan Burke addressed the Board of Education on the topic of the             
2017-18 budget. 

Mr. Ken Anderson addressed the Board of Education on the topics of the             
state budget, the economy, and deferring the construction project for the           
new administration center. 

Ms. Cheryl O’Malley requested clarification on board members’ votes for          
the approval of the construction for a new administration center. 

Mr. Jim Stuber, 311 W. Haven, Arlington Heights, addressed the Board of            
Education on the topics of test scores, Dual Language models, student           
devices, and to ask about the negative consequence for low PARCC test            
scores. 

Mr. Daniel Ruiz, Elk Grove Village resident and parent of a dual language             
student at Salt Creek Elementary, addressed the Board of Education to           
express his satisfaction with the 80/20 dual language model based on his            
daughter’s experience. 

Ms. Lynn Oberg, Elk Grove Village resident, requested that board          
meetings be videotaped and published on the website. 

Mr. Steve Drey, 1506 S. Harvard Ave, Arlington Heights,, addressed the           
Board of Education to express his satisfaction with the dual language           
program at Juliette Low based on his child’s experience. 

Mr. Nicholas Jahnke, Arlington Heights resident and parent of a dual           
language kindergarten student at Juliette Low, addressed the Board of          
Education on the topic of the strategic plan, the board’s code of conduct             
and his satisfaction with the two-way dual language program (80-20). 

Mrs. Somogyi thanked community members for bringing their concerns         
and comments to the board. She stated that Dr. Fessler is available to             
follow up with any community member. 

CONSENT AGENDA 

MOTION by Mrs. Roberts, seconded by Ms. Krinsky to adopt the following resolution: 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT on the 28th day of August 2017, the Community Consolidated 
School District 59 Board of Education approves disbursements for fiscal year 2016-17 
in the amount of $569,762  as presented  per the attachment to this resolution.  

7.01 Disbursements Resolution 
a. Disbursement  Listing for  August 28, 2016-17

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VCemUHl37cQyldfaz3rxuBCDgsgtdjZsNAqz4FR6g5M/edit
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B7sAy3z9LkKeVWgxbldhZTRxLWM
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7sAy3z9LkKeVWgxbldhZTRxLWM/view


Board Minutes – 08/28/2017 
Item – 7.01(b) 

Page 4 

Roll Call Ayes: 7 Bhave, Burns, Krinsky, Osmanski, Roberts, Schumacher, and 
Somogyi 

Nays: 0
Absent: 0 
Abstain: 0 Motion Carried: 7-0-0-0 

ACTION ITEMS 
8.01  Adoption of Budget: Fiscal Year 2017/18 

(a) Revenue and  Expense Report (Attachment #4)
(b) State Budget Document (Attachment #5)
(c) Final  2017/18 Budget Document (Attachment #6)

MOTION by Mrs. Roberts, seconded by Mr. Bhave to adopt the following resolution:

WHEREAS, the  Board of  Education of  Community Consolidated School 
District 59, Cook  County, Illinois, has  caused to be  prepared in  tentative 
form a budget for  the  fiscal year commencing July 1,  2017  and  the 
Secretary of  this  Board has  made the  same conveniently available for 
public  inspection for  at  least thirty (30) days prior to final  action thereon; 
and, 

WHEREAS, due  notice that  said tentative budget was  available for 
public  inspection, has  been  given in  full  compliance with  the  law;  and 

WHEREAS, a public  hearing was  held  as  to such budget on  the 14th 
day  of  August, 2017, notice of  said hearing having been  given at  least 
thirty (30) days prior thereto as  required by  law,  and  all  other legal 
requirements complied with;  and 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT  on  the  28nd  day  of  August, 2017  the 
Community Consolidated School District 59  Board of  Education does 
authorize: 

Section l. That  the  fiscal year of  this  district be  and  the same is  hereby 
fixed and  declared to begin  on  the  1st day  of  July, 2017, and  end  on  the 
30th day  of  June, 2018. 

Section 2. That  the  budget, copy of which is  inserted in  the  official 
minutes of  this  meeting immediately following  the  last page  hereof, 
containing an  estimate of  amounts available in  the  Educational, 
Operations and  Maintenance,  and  other funds, each separately, and  of 
expenditures for  each of  the  aforementioned funds, be  and  the  same is 
hereby adopted as  the  budget of  this  district for  said fiscal year. 
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MOTION by Ms. Krinsky, seconded by Mrs. Schumach  to amend  the resolution by 
striking this sentence on page 3 of the Budget Final 2017-18 (Blue Book)  
The student refresh purchase for grades Prek-K-8 will be deferred until 
2018/19. 

Roll Call Ayes: 7 Bhave, Burns, Krinsky, Osmanski, Roberts, Schumacher, and 
Somogyi 

Nays: 0
Absent: 0 
Abstain: 0 Motion Carried: 7-0-0-0 

Mrs. Somogyi called for the Roll on the original resolution as amended: 
Roll Call Ayes: 7 Bhave, Burns, Krinsky, Osmanski, Roberts, Schumacher, and 

Somogyi 

Nays: 0
Absent: 0 
Abstain: 0 Motion Carried: 7-0-0-0 

8.02  ACCEPTANCE OF DONATION, RIDGE FAMILY CENTER FTO 

MOTION by Mr. Bhave, seconded by Ms. Krinsky to adopt the following resolution: 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT on the 28th day of August, 2017, the            
Community Consolidated School District 59 Board of Education accepts         
the donation of approximately $16,000 from the Ridge Family Center          
FTO . 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT on  the  28th day  of  August, 2017, the 
Community Consolidated School District 59  Board of  Education accepts 
the  donation of   approximately $16,000 for  an  electronic marquee sign 
for  the  front of  Ridge  Family Center.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Superintendent shall        
communicate to the donors, in writing, expressing the appreciation of          
the members of the Board of Education, and that these donations shall            
be  listed in  the  “official” minutes of  this  meeting.  

Roll Call Ayes: 6 Bhave, Burns, Krinsky, Osmanski, Roberts, and Somogyi 

Nays: 0
Absent: 0 
Abstain: 1  Schumacher Motion Carried: 6-0-0-1 
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Ten of the District’s 15 schools currently have signs.  The district will send a 
letter to the immediate neighbors of Ridge Family Learning Center notifying 
them of the intent to put up a sign once the funds are generated by the Ridge 
FTO.  

8.03  RESOLUTION ABANDONING THE INTENTION OF COMMUNITY 
CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL DISTRICT NUMBER 59, COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS, TO ISSUE NOT TO EXCEED $20,000,000 WORKING CASH 
FUND BONDS. 

MOTION by Dr. Burns to adopt the following resolution.   There was no second so the 
motion was not considered. 

Whereas, Community Consolidated School District Number 59, Cook County, Illinois (the 

“District”), is a duly organized and existing school district created under the provisions of the laws of 

the State of Illinois, and is now operating under the provisions of the School Code of the State of Illinois, 

and all laws amendatory thereof and supplementary thereto (the “Code”); and 

Whereas, on the 10th day of July, 2017, pursuant to the provisions of Article 20 of the Code, the 

Board of Education of the District (the “Board”) adopted a resolution declaring its intention to issue 

working cash fund bonds in an amount not to exceed $20,000,000 (the “Bonds”) for the purpose of 

increasing the working cash fund of the District (the “Working Cash Fund”) and directed that notice of 

such intention be published as provided by law; and 

Whereas, on the 12th day of July, 2017, notice of such intention was published in the Daily 

Herald, the same being a newspaper of general circulation in the District, and an affidavit evidencing the 

publication of such notice of intention, together with a newspaper clipping of such notice as published 

attached thereto, have heretofore been presented to the Board and made a part of the permanent records 

of the Board; and 

Whereas, on the 11th day of August, 2017, a petition was filed with the Secretary of the Board 

(the “Secretary”) requesting that the proposition to issue the Bonds as authorized by the provisions of 

the Code be submitted to the legal voters of the District (the “Public  Question”); and 
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Whereas, on the 18th day of August, 2017, an objection to the Petition was filed with the Secretary, and 

the Secretary transmitted the Petition and the objector’s petition to the Chairman of the Electoral Board 

(the “Electoral Board”) designated for the purpose of hearing and passing upon objector’s petitions for 

the District under the Election Code of the State of Illinois, as amended; and 

Whereas, it is necessary and desirable and in the best interest of the District that the Board 

abandon its intention to issue the Bonds: 

Now, Therefore, Be It and It Is Hereby Resolved by the Board of Education of Community 

Consolidated School District Number 59, Cook County, Illinois, as follows: 

Section 1.  Incorporation of Preambles.  The Board hereby finds that all of the recitals 

contained in the preambles to this Resolution are full, true and correct and does incorporate them into 

this Resolution by this reference. 

Section 2.  Abandonment of Intent.  The Board hereby abandons its intention to issue the 

Bonds for the purpose of increasing the Working Cash Fund. 

Section 3.  No Certification of Public Question.  The Secretary is hereby directed to not 

certify the Public Question to the County Clerk of The County of Cook, Illinois (the “County Clerk”), 

for submission to the voters of the District at the general primary election on the 20th day of March, 

2018. 

Section 4.  Severability.  If any section, paragraph, clause or provision of this Resolution 

shall be held to be invalid or unenforceable for any reason, the invalidity or unenforceability of such 

section, paragraph, clause or provision shall not affect any of the remaining provisions of this 

Resolution. 

Section 5.  Repealer and Effective Date.  All resolutions, and parts of thereof in conflict 

herewith be and the same are hereby repealed and that this Resolution be in full force and effect 

forthwith upon its adoption. 
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Adopted August 28, 2017. 

Dr. Burns expressed concern about  this  action  item not  receiving a 

‘second’ and  the public’s  perception about  the board not  taking action 

to abandon the  intent to issue working cash bonds.   He  questioned 

why  the  board recommended the removal of  the bond  revenue from 

the budget  at  the last meeting. 

Ms. Krinsky asked that  a statement be added to the  minutes to make it 
clear  for the community that the budget  was  passed without  the  bond 

issuance because a petition  was  brought forward and  the district could 

not  count  on  receiving those funds.  An objection to the petitions  was 

filed  and, pending  the  outcome of  the objection, the board retains the 

right to issue bonds  at  a future date  with  the  approval of  the board.   

NEW/CONTINUING BUSINESS 
Mrs. Somogyi shared that she will not be able to attend the Audit Committee 
Meeting on October 4, 2017 at 4:00PM. Dr. Burns states that he serves on the 
Audit Committee and that he will be attending the meeting on October 4th.  

Dr. Burns requested that Board Committee Meetings be added to Discussion 
at the September 11, 2017 Board Meeting.  

Mrs. Somogyi stated that all Board committee meetings are open to every 
board member and meetings are posted to meet the requirements of  the 
Open Meetings Act. 

Mrs. Roberts asked if there would be board support to stop the process of 
building the new administration center.   Dr. Burns indicated that he had asked 
to rescind his vote following the vote to approve the new building, but that the 
motion did not have a second and the action item was not considered.   The 
other members did not support the idea of stopping the plans to build the new 
administration center.  

REPORTS OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Ms. Krinsky provided an oral report from the Communication Meeting. 

Mr. Bhave provided an oral report on the Insurance Committee Meeting. 

Mrs. Osmanski shared information on the Back to School Event hosted by the 
District 59 Education Foundation.   Mrs. Osmanski also attended the first day 
of school at Devonshire Elementary. 

Mrs. Schumacher read a prepared statement about a cursive writing class that 
she will be teaching to the 4th grade students at Clearmont Elementary 
School. (Attachment # 7) 
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ATTACHMENT #6  State  Budget Document
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ATTACHMENT #5 Final  2017/18 Budget Document  

 
 

https://drive.google.com/a/ccsd59.org/file/d/0B4jnrx1wjfOuMDFSWlEteFBhYWVpYlJfQ2xRSTE3d0tMRGsw/view?usp=sharing
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Prepared Statement from Mrs. Schumacher:  Attachment #7 
 

 




