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Official Minutes  of the  Monday, September  11, 2017 
Board of Education Meeting 

 
Call to Order The Board of Education of Community Consolidated School District 59 in           

County of Cook, State of Illinois, held a meeting in accordance with provisions             
of the Open Meetings Act, according to Illinois law, at the District 59             
Administration Center, 2123 South Arlington Heights Road, Arlington Heights,         
Illinois on Monday, September 11, 2017. The meeting was called to order at             
7:00PM.  

  
Roll Call Members Present: President Barbara Somogyi, Vice-President Janice       

Krinsky, Sunil Bhave, Secretary - Members: Tim Burns, Karen Osmanski,          
Sharon  Roberts, and  Mardell  Schumacher 
Members  Absent: None 

Others Superintendent, Dr. Arthur Fessler; Associate Superintendent, Tom Luedloff;        
Assistant Superintendent for Business Services, CBSO, Vickie Nissen;        
Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources, Kelley Zerfahs; Assistant        
Superintendent for Educational Services, Karen Starr; Assistant       
Superintendent for Innovative Learning and Communication, Ben Grey;        
Executive Director of Facilities and Operations, Tony Rossi; Executive Director          
of Student Growth and Accountability, Dr. Josh Carpenter; Executive Director          
for Innovative Learning, Ross Vittore; Director of Communications and Design,          
David  Pohlmeier; and  Recording  Secretary, Kathie  Lange. 

Also Present Rob Bowers, Holmes Jr. High School Principal; Jane Schwarz Holmes Jr. High            
School Assistant Principal; Lisa Welch, Holmes Jr. High School Assistant          
Principal; Michele Ramsey, Early Learning Center Principal; Melissa Ward,         
ELC Coordinator; Meg Weickert, Forest View Principal; Mary Beth Niles, John           
Jay Principal and Math Coordinator; Susan Ejma, Juliette Low Principal; Rose           
Kelly, John Jay and DEA; Cindy Pullen, Coordinator of Human Resources;           
Janet Russo, Director of Fiscal  Services; Jodi  Briggs, Devonshire;  

A scanned copy of the Guest Sign-In Sheet from September 11, 2017 is              
attached  to  minutes of this meeting  (Attachment #1). 

Pledge  of Allegiance 

PRESENTATION  
Holmes  Jr. High School 
Mr. Rob  Bowers, Mrs. Jane  Schwartz, and  Mrs. Lisa  Welch  updated  the  board 
of education  on  how students at Holmes are  supporting  the  community 
through  service  projects.   The  group  has focused  on  creating  a  culture  of 
service,  celebrating  accomplishments,  and  providing  monthly opportunities 
for students to  serve  others.  
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DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 
5.01   Board Policy  Updates  

Press Policy Updates provide  recommendations for school  board  policy review 
and  revisions in  response  to  changes in  state  and  federal  laws, regulations, 
and  court cases.  Board  members reviewed  recommendations from the  Illinois 
Association  of School  Boards Press Update  #95  and  will  take  action  on  the 
policies at the  next meeting.  

 
5.02   Videotaping Board Meetings 

The  Board  continued  discussion  about the  possibility of live  streaming, video 
and/or audio  taping  of board  of education  meetings.   Mr. Grey confirmed  that 
the  district would  need  to  provide  closed  captioning  for video  and  a  text 
transcript for audio  recordings in  order to  meet the  requirements for ADA if 
video  or audio  were  to  be posted  on  the  website.  The  Communications 
Department will  continue  researching  options and  methods for performing  the 
transcription  and  closed  captioning.  
 
Mrs. Somogyi  indicated  that more  time  is needed  to  investigate  further before 
bringing  this before  the  Board  for action. 

 
5.03   Board Committees 

Board  members continued  discussion  on  committees’  function  and  purpose. 
Mrs. Somogyi  suggested  that the  Finance  Committee  could  utilize  the 
workshop  model  and  operate  as a  Committee  of the  Whole  for the  remainder 
of this year.  
 
Dr. Fessler will  share  information  on  the  current committee  assignment  in  the 
Friday Board  Update.  

 
5.04   Bond Issue  

Mr. Ares Dalianis, attorney with  Franczek Radelet PC, reviewed  the  process 
and  timeline  that had  been  followed  related  to  the  intent to  issue  working  cash 
bonds and  responded  to  questions from members of the  board  of education. 
 
Mr. Dalianis stated  that the  administration  and  the  board  did  everything  to  the 
letter of the  law with  respect to  approving  the  working  cash  intent resolution, 
accepting  the  petitions, opening  the  window for the  objection, receiving  the 
objection, and  filing  the  petition  and  the  objection  in  a  timely manner with  the 
Cook County Electoral  Board.  
 

COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS FROM THE AUDIENCE 
Mrs. Somogyi read aloud guidelines for the Comments And Suggestions          
From The Audience portion of the meeting. Guests were asked to limit their             
address to  3-5  minutes. 
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Mrs. Kathy Cristian, 526 Bristol Lane, Elk Grove Village, addressed the Board            
of Education on the topic of the bond petition and the objection to the petition.               
A copy of her prepared statement is included in the minutes from this             
meeting.  (Attachment 2). 
 
Ms. Cheryl O’Malley, Elk Grove Village resident, addressed the Board of           
Education  on  the  topic of the  bond  petition  and  the  objection  to  the  petition. 
 
Ms.Cameishi Lindley, parent of a District 59 student, addressed the Board of            
Education on the topic of behavioral charts being used in her child’s            
classroom. 
 
Mrs. Mary Cosenza Vicars, 1715 S. Ridge Dr., Arlington Heights, addressed           
the Board of Education on a number of topics. A copy of the prepared              
statement is included  in  the  minutes from this meeting.  (Attachment 3). 
 
Mrs. Gloria Schmidt, 1534 S. Princeton, Arlington Heights, addressed the          
Board of Education on several topics: test scores, the new administration           
building, bond petition, objection to the petition, board member code of           
conduct and  videotaping  meetings. 
 
Mr. Dan Makowski, 1214 W. Cedar Ln., Arlington Heights, addressed the           
Board of Education on several topics: 80/20 dual language model, test           
scores, homework, and  curriculum.  
 
Mr. Jim Stuber, 3110 Haven Dr., Arlington Heights, addressed the Board of            
Education on the topic of the direction of District 59 and the lack of response               
to  community concerns. 
 
Mrs. Judy Cox, Elk Grove Village resident, addressed the Board of Education            
on the topic of class size and funding for programs that teachers and parents              
believe in. She inquired about the possibility of community involvement in           
district communities. 
 
Mrs. Ann Clinton, 44 Roxbury Ct., Des Plaines, addressed the Board of            
Education to stress her desire for the board to continue to invest in what is               
important for students and  the  community. 
 
Mr. Cox, Elk Grove Village resident, addressed the Board of Education on the             
topic of the  new administration  center and  the  challenges District 59  is facing. 
 
Mrs. Lynn Oberg, Elk Grove Village resident, addressed the Board of           
Education on the topic of videotaping board meetings and the objection to the             
bond petition. She also requested the Board allow the referendum for bonds            
to  be  placed  on  the  ballot in  March  2018. 
 
Mrs. Jodi Briggs addressed the Board of Education to share her experience            
as a parent of a dual language student at Juliette Low and as a teacher in the                 
district.   She  also  spoke  on  the  topic of district boundaries.  
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CONSENT AGENDA  

Dr. Burns requested  to  pull  items two  items for discussion:  

● 7.02  Disbursements  
● 7.04  Human  Resource  Report 

MOTION by Mrs. Schumacher, seconded by Mrs. Osmanski to adopt the following           
resolution: 
 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT on the 11th day of September, 2017, the            
Community Consolidated School District 59 Board of Education approve the          
Consent Agenda  as amended 

7.01 Approval  of Minutes-Prior Meetings 
 a. August 14, 2017  Regular Meeting  Minutes 

b. September 11, 2017  Regular Meeting  Minutes 
7 .02 Disbursements Resolution 

a. September 11, 2017   Disbursement Listing  for FY 2017-18 
7.03 Acceptance  of Financial  Reports   Reports 

a. Detail  Balance  Sheet as of July 31, 2017 
b. Combined  Revenue  and  Expense  Report as of  July 31, 2017 
c. Investment Report as of July 31, 2017 
d. Activity Fund  Statements as of July 31, 2017 

7.04 Acceptance  of Recommendations: Human  Resources Report 
a. Certified  Contracts 
b. Certified  Retirement 
c. Certified  Resignation 
d. Certified  Leave  of Absence 
e. Non-Negotiated  Retirement 
f. ESP Contracts 
g. ESP Retirements 
h.  ESP Resignation 
i. CAMEO Contracts 
j. Certified  Lane  Changes 
k. Administrator and  Teacher Salary and  Benefits Report 2016-17 

7.05 Approval  to  Destroy 18  Month  Old  or Older Closed  Session  Recordings 
 

Roll Call Ayes: 7  Bhave, Burns, Krinsky, Osmanski, Roberts, Schumacher, and 
Somogyi 

Nays: 0  
Absent: 0  
Abstain: 0 Motion  Carried: 7-0-0-0 
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7.02  Disbursements  Listing from September  11, 2017   for  FY 2017-18 
 
Dr. Burns expressed  concerns about food  expenses.  He  stated  he  will  vote  in 
favor of paying  these  bills because  the  bills have  been  incurred  and  the  bills 
must be  paid.  He  wants to  curb  spending  in  this area  in  the  future. 
 

MOTION   by Mrs. Osmanski, seconded  by Mrs. Roberts to  adopt the  following  resolution:  
 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT on the 11th day of September 2017, the Community             
Consolidated School District 59 Board of Education approves disbursements         
for fiscal year 2017-18 in the amount of $13,462,387 as presented per the             
attachments to  this resolution.  

Roll Call Ayes: 7  Bhave, Burns, Krinsky, Osmanski, Roberts, Schumacher, and 
Somogyi 

Nays: 0  
Absent: 0  
Abstain: 0 Motion  Carried: 7-0-0-0 

 
7.04 Acceptance  of Recommendations: Human Resources  Report 

a. Certified  Contracts 
b. Certified  Retirement 
c. Certified  Resignation 
d. Certified  Leave  of Absence 
e. Non-Negotiated  Retirement 
f. ESP Contracts 
g. ESP Retirements 
h.  ESP Resignation 
i. CAMEO Contracts 
j. Certified  Lane  Changes 
k. Administrator and  Teacher Salary and  Benefits Report 2016-17 

Dr. Burns questioned  the  timing  of an  employee’s resignation.   Ms. Zerfahs 
provided  an  explanation  about the  date  it was received  in  HR. 

MOTION by Mrs. Osmanski, seconded by Mrs. Schumacher to adopt the following           
resolution: 

 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT on the 11th day of September, 2017 the Community             
Consolidated School District 59 Board of Education approve the following          
Human  Resources items: 
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k. Administrator  and Teacher  Salary  and Benefits  Report 16-17 

https://drive.google.com/a/ccsd59.org/file/d/0BwcAFB3-Rz_1RkNrT0lPU21CNXc/view?usp=sharing
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Roll Call Ayes: 7  Bhave, Burns, Krinsky, Osmanski, Roberts, Schumacher, and 

Somogyi 

Nays: 0  
Absent: 0  
Abstain: 0 Motion  Carried: 7-0-0-0 

 
ACTION ITEMS   
          8:01 Resolution Abandoning The  Intention Of Community  Consolidated 

School District Number  59  To Issue  Not To Exceed $20,000,000  Working 
Cash Fund Bonds 

 
Mr. Ares Dalianis shared  that he  was able  to  contact District 59’s bond 
counsel, Ms. Anjali  Vij  from Chapman  and  Cutler LLC.  Ms. Vij  provided 
clarification  on  Dr. Burns’  question  about the  length  of time  the  board  would 
need  to  wait to  restart the  bond  process in  the  event the  referendum failed.  
 
Mr. Ares Dalianis asked  Ms. Vij  if there  would  be  any limitation  on  the  Board  of 
Education  restarting  the  process of issuing  working  cash  bonds if the  question 
goes to  the  voters and  is rejected  in  March  of 2018.  The  response  was that 
there  is no  prohibition; the  Board  can  restart the  process.  He  stated  that he 
specifically asked  if there  was a  2-year prohibition  and  the  response  was no. 
If the  voters reject the  question  on  the  referendum, the  board  has the  option  of 
restarting  the  process for the  working  cash  bond  issuance. 

MOTION by Mr. Bhave, seconded  by Ms. Krinsky to  adopt the  following  resolution: 

Dr. Burns requested information from Mr. Dalianis in regard to what individual            
board  member can  and  cannot do  related  to  the  March  2018  referendum. 

Mr. Dalianis stated that the district and the Board acting as a board can only               
use district funds for educational purposes and to provide factual information           
about the referendum. Individuals can be on a committee or a group to             
advocate  for or against the  public question  and  host events, etc.  

Mr. Dalianis responded to Dr. Fessler’s question and stated that the           
administration and the Board can host a townhall meeting to present factual            
information  on  the  referendum.  

Roll Call Ayes: 0 

Nays: 7  Bhave, Burns, Krinsky, Osmanski, Roberts, Schumacher, and  

Somogyi 

 
Absent: 0  
Abstain: 0 Motion  Failed: 0-7-0-0 
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8:02 Approval of Mobile  Home  Park  Back  to School Event Donation From Mr. 
Ric  Clifton, The  Locker  Shop 

 
MOTION by Ms. Krinsky, seconded  by Mrs. Roberts to  adopt the  following  resolution: 
 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT on the 11th day of September, 2017, the Community             
Consolidated School District 59 Board of Education accepts the donation of           
$500 from Mr. Ric Clifton, The Locker Shop, 2201 Lively Blvd, Elk Grove             
Village. 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT on  the  11th  day of September, 2017, the  Community 
Consolidated  School  District 59  Board  of Education  accepts the  donation  of 
$500  to  purchase  gift cards for the  Mobile  Home  Park back to  school  event. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Superintendent shall communicate to          
the donors, in writing, expressing the appreciation of the members of the Board             
of Education, and that these donations shall be listed in the “official” minutes of              
this meeting.  

Ms. Krinsky thanked Mr. David Pohlmeier for contacting Mr. Clifton to secure            
this donation  for the  event.  

The  Board  expressed  their appreciation  for the  generous donation. 

Roll Call Ayes: 7  Bhave, Burns, Krinsky, Osmanski, Roberts, Schumacher, and 
Somogyi 

Nays: 0  
Absent: 0  
Abstain: 0 Motion  Carried: 7-0-0-0 

 

8:03 Approval of Ridge  Family  Center  Donation From Gen YOUth Foundation 
 

MOTION by Mrs. Roberts, seconded  by Mrs.Schumacher to  adopt the  following 
resolution: 

 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT on the 11th day of September, 2017, the Community             
Consolidated School District 59 Board of Education accepts the donation of           
$500 from Gen YOUth Foundation, 10255 West Higgins Road Rosemont, IL           
60018. 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT on the 11th day of September, 2017, the Community             
Consolidated School District 59 Board of Education accepts the donation of           
$500 from Gen YOUth Foundation to support the student Fuel Up health and             
wellness initiative  at Ridge  Family Center. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Superintendent shall communicate to          
the donors, in writing, expressing the appreciation of the members of the            
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Board of Education, and that these donations shall be listed in the “official”             
minutes of this meeting.  

The  Board  expressed  their appreciation  for the  generous donation. 

Roll Call Ayes: 7  Bhave, Burns, Krinsky, Osmanski, Roberts, Schumacher, and 
Somogyi 

Nays: 0  
Absent: 0  
Abstain: 0 Motion  Carried: 7-0-0-0 

 
 
SPECIAL INTEREST TOPICS  

9.01 FOIA Requests 
Ms. Zerfahs shared  that the  district received  ten  FOIA requests since  the  last 
meeting.  
 
Dr. Burns shared  that one  of the  FOIA requests related  to  board  members’ 
personal  email  accounts will  possibly go  to  the  Attorney General  for a 
challenge.  
 
Mr. Bhave  stated  that he  works for the  Attorney General  and  that he  was the 
lead  attorney in  a  case  involving  personal  emails of city police  officers.  The 
position  of the  Attorney General  was that the  police  officers’  personal  emails 
do  constitute  public record.   He  shared  that the  case  was argued  in  July and 
the  judge  has not yet ruled  on  the  case.   He  stated  that he  is sharing  this 
information  to  avoid  any conflict of interest and  offer full  disclosure.  

 
NEW/CONTINUING BUSINESS 

Dr. Burns shared  that Admiral  Byrd  School  is participating  in  a  program called 
Operation  North  Pole  where  all  students receive  a  winter coat.   He  asked  if 
the  Board  had  approved  this donation.  Ms. Zerfahs replied  that she  was 
aware  of six schools that would  be  participating  in  the  program, but indicated 
she  would  need  to  follow up  with  Mrs. Starr about the  donation.  Dr. Fessler 
stated  that he  did  not believe  the  donation  had  come  to  the  Board  for 
approval, but it would  be  placed  on  the  next agenda.  

 
REPORTS OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Mrs. Schumacher shared  that she  had  visited  Juliette  Low with  a  group  of 
community members including  Mrs. Vicars and  Mrs. Burke.  
 
Mrs. Schumacher  also  provided  information  on  District 214’s Newcomer 
Center.  The  program serves high  school  students who  have  recently arrived 
to  the  United  States and  are  new to  the  English  language.   By providing  our 
students with  personalized  instruction, it is our goal  that they experience 
success when  they return  to  their home  schools..  She  requested  to  have an 
indepth  conversation  about this topic at a  future  meeting. 
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ATTACHMENT #1  
Sign In Sheets  from September  11, 2017  Board of Education Meeting 
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Attachment #3 
 

 


