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Official Minutes  of  the  Monday, November 13, 2017 
Board of  Education Meeting 

 
Call to Order The Board of Education of Community Consolidated School District         

59 in County of Cook, State of Illinois, held a meeting in accordance             
with provisions of the Open Meetings Act, according to Illinois law, at            
the District 59 Administration Center, 2123 South Arlington Heights         
Road, Arlington Heights, Illinois on Monday, November 13, 2017. The          
meeting  was called to  order at 7:00PM.  

  
Roll Call Members Present: President Barbara Somogyi, Secretary Sunil       

Bhave Members: Tim Burns, Sharon Roberts, Mardell Schumacher,        
and  Karen  Osmanski 
Members  Absent:   Vice-President Janice  Krinsky 

Others Superintendent, Dr. Arthur Fessler; Associate Superintendent, Tom       
Luedloff; Assistant Superintendent for Business Services, CBSO,       
Vickie Nissen; Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources, Kelley        
Zerfahs; Assistant Superintendent for Educational Services, Karen       
Starr; Executive Executive Director of Student Growth and        
Accountability, Dr. Josh Carpenter; Executive Director for Innovative        
Learning, Ross Vittore; Director of Communications and Design,        
David  Pohlmeier; and  Recording Secretary, Denise  Bishoff. 

Also Present Jodi Mergele, Friendship Jr. High School Principal; Bill Timmins         
Friendship Jr. High Assistant Principal; Ann Wing, President of the          
District 59  Education Association; Mary Beth  Niles, Director of Math  
In addition, a scanned copy of the Guest Sign-In Sheet from           
November 13, 2017 is attached to minutes of this meeting.          
(Attachment #1). 

Pledge  of  Allegiance  
FRIENDSHIP JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL PRESENTATION  
Friendship Jr. High  School  technology teacher, Don  Willett,  and 
students Anastasia  Doris,  Sofia  Doris, and  Nabil  Ahadi  shared  details 
of the  Fine  Arts, Exploratory, and  Creative  Technology Programs at 
Friendship Jr. High  School.   The  presentation is linked here . 
Board Appreciation and Recognition  
Illinois  Association of School  Boards has designated Wednesday 
November 15, 2017  as Board  Appreciation and  Recognition Day. Dr. 
Fessler presented the  Board  of Education with a  Certificate  of 
Appreciation and  thanked  them  for  their  service  and  commitment to 
District 59. 
 
 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1n8IEvbqz1U7rPOODbJBQ0zcHAQnUOckx/view?usp=sharing
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DISCUSSION  ITEMS 
 

5.01 Transportation Q&A 
 
Representatives from  Grand  Prairie  Transit, and  First Student along 
with Mary  Gonzalez, Coordinator of Transportation, responded to 
questions raised  by Board  of Education members regarding the  safety 
of students. Details on  the  training process and  safety measures were 
discussed.  
 

5.02  Award of  Bid for  Paper 
 
District 59  issues a  paper bid  once  each  year for  a  quantity projected to 
meet one  year’s needs.  The  quantity stipulated in  the  bid  is a  best 
estimate  to  enable the  vendor to  determine a  fair  price.  However, the 
District is not required to  purchase a  specific quantity and  may order 
more  or less as needed.  
 
This  year the  bid  is for  xerographic and  vellum paper.  Any variety of 
instructional paper including construction paper is ordered by each 
building as needed.  The  bid  is awarded by category and  the  vendor 
holds the  inventory until the  District requests partial  deliveries. 
 
The  bid  specifications require the  vendor to  quote unit prices inclusive 
of shipping costs and  stipulated delivery throughout the  school  year. 
The  specifications also  allow  the  District to  compare  prices with the 
state  contract.  Items  purchased through the  state  contract are  exempt 
from bidding requirements (105  ILCS  5/10-20.21) and  only xerographic 
paper is available. 
 
This  year, the  state  contract prices for  xerographic paper do  not provide 
any savings, as they  are  less competitive  than  local  vendor bid  results. 
Murnane Paper submitted  the  low  bid  for  xerographic paper and  Veritiv 
Operating Company submitted  the  low  bid  for  vellum. 
 
The  Board  will  take  action  on  November 27, 2017.  

 
5.03  Consolidation  Considerations   District 57 

Dr. Fessler and  Board  President Somogyi  shared  that  Consolidated 
School  District 57  is reaching out to  surrounding districts asking  to 
consider a  consolidation. Dr. Fessler explained that  there  is a  lengthy 
process to  consolidating two  districts. Members of the  Board  shared 
their  thoughts  on  advantages and  disadvantages for  considering this 
consolidation.  
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5.04 D214  Articulation Review and Success Indicators  
 

Elk Grove High School Principal, Mr. Paul Kelly, and Grove Junior           
High Principal, Mr. John Harrington, discussed the joint effort both          
schools are making to help students transition from junior high into           
high school. Mentors from the high school meet with junior high           
students throughout the year. Mr. Kelly feels very strongly that District           
59  is preparing students for  high  school.  
 

 
Mr. Jeffrey Smith, Director of Research and Evaluation at District 214,           
presented “How Do We Prepare Students To Be Successful For Life”.           
Students from District 59 attend Elk Grove, Rolling Meadows, and          
Prospect High  Schools in  District 214. Presentation linked  here. 
Articulation Review  
Success Indicators 

 
 
COMMENTS  AND  SUGGESTIONS  FROM  THE  AUDIENCE 
 

Dennis Perillo - 540 Biesterfield Elk Grove Village resident - addressed           
the Board of Education referring to a statement from a past board            
meeting  that  was made  by a  board  member. 
 
Dr. Burns - Board of Education Member - responded to Mr. Perillo’s            
statement. 

 
Gloria Schmidt - 1534 S. Princeton Ave. AH - addressed the Board on             
School  Districts on  District expenditures.  
 
Mary Vicars - 1715 S. Ridge Drive, Arlington Heights - addressed the            
Board on the 2015/2016 PARCC Scores. Mrs. Vicar’s submitted a          
graph  for  the  minutes.  (Attachment #2). 
 
Mike Vicars - 1715 S. Ridge Drive, Arlington Heights - addressed the            
Board  on  PARCC  scores.  
 
Joan Burke - 1634 S. Chesterfield Dr. AH - addressed the Board on             
PARCC  scores.  A copy of her statement is attached. (Attachment #3).  
 
Don Funk - 307 W. Haven Arlington Heights - addressed the Board on             
the  topics of homework, tests, and  PARCC  scores. 
 
Vivian Eyzaguirre - 1207 W. Glen Lane Mt. Prospect - District 59 parent             
addressed the  Board  on  the  topic  of homework. 
 
Jim Stuber - 3110 W. Haven Dr., AH - addressed the Board regarding             

 

https://docs.google.com/a/ccsd59.org/presentation/d/1zSwAO4MWt6zarV_H3pAg3eS1Vi44_Hi6FJ_e3oQ64K4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/a/ccsd59.org/presentation/d/1zSwAO4MWt6zarV_H3pAg3eS1Vi44_Hi6FJ_e3oQ64K4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1BRzz_uYZChAwprAXkBzegm4lxxxAfHi1LCAIfeIGrvQ/edit?usp=sharing
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standardized testing.  
 
Patricia Krause - 1623 S. Ridge Dr. AH - address the Board regarding             
PARCC  scores. 

 
Mrs. Schumacher took this opportunity to recognize the outstanding job          
4th and 5th grade choir students at Clearmont Elementary School did           
as a  tribute  to  Veterans on  November 11th.  

CONSENT AGENDA  
Dr. Burns requested to  pull  item 7.02 Disbursements 

7.0 CONSENT AGENDA 
 

MOTION  by Mrs. Osmanski, seconded by Mrs. Schumacher to  adopt 
the  following  resolution:  
 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT on the 13th day of November, 2017, the            
Community Consolidated School District 59 Board of Education        
approve the  Consent Agenda as presented/amended: 
7.01 Approval of Minutes-Prior Meetings 

a. Regular Meeting  Minutes of October  10, 2017 
b.   Regular Meeting  Minutes of October 23, 2017  
c.  Closed Meeting  Minutes of October 23, 2017  

 
7.02  Disbursements Resolution 

a. November 13, 2017  Disbursement Listing  for  FY  2017-18 

 
Roll Call Ayes: 6  Bhave, Burns, Osmanski, Roberts, Schumacher, and 

Somogyi 
Nays: 0  
Absent: 1   Krinsky  
Abstain: 0 Motion  Carried: 6-0-1-0 

Dr. Burns expressed his concerns on  the  District’s expenses for 
conferences that  required airfare  and  hotels.  
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7.02  Disbursements  Resolution -  November 13, 2017 
Disbursement Listing for  FY  2017-18 

 
MOTION by Mrs. Roberts, seconded by Mrs. Osmanski  to  adopt the  following 

resolution:  
 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT on the 13th day of November 2017, the            
Community Consolidated School District 59 Board of Education        
approves disbursements for fiscal year 2017-18 in the amount of          
$14,708,253 as presented per the  attachments to  this  resolution.  
 

Roll Call Ayes: 5  Bhave,Osmanski,  Roberts, Schumacher, and  Somogyi 
Nays: 0  
Absent: 1   Krinsky  
Abstain: 1   Burns Motion  Carried: 5-0-1-1 

 
ACTION ITEMS 
8.01   Approval of  33  District Education Foundation  Teacher 
Proposed Grants  Totalling  $18,901.97. 

District 59  Education Foundation  member, Mrs. Jennifer Randolph, 
addressed the  Board  on  the  33  grant requests District 59  Education 
Foundation  was able  to  fund.  Mrs. Randolph recognized Foundation 
members Jayne  Wilkins-Scott and  Sharon  Lansdown for  all  their  hard 
work.  Approved grants.  

MOTION   by Mrs. Roberts, seconded by Mrs. Schumacher to  adopt the 
following  resolution:  

 
WHEREAS, on the 13th day of November, 2017, the         
Community Consolidated School District 59 Board of Education        
accepts the donation from the District 59 Education Foundation         
in the amount of $18,901.97 for 33 teacher proposed grants to           
be  used  at various schools throughout the  district.  
 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT on the 13th day of November, 2017,           
the Community Consolidated School District 59 Board of        
Education accepts the donation of $18,901.97 for teacher        
proposed grants from the District 59 Education Foundation,        
2123  S. Arlington Heights Rd., Arlington Heights IL   60005.  
 

 
 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1B0rYFwBvBlkdIUZ0Rhe2tbvuk8e140W9/view?usp=sharing


 
 

Board  Minutes –  11/13/2017 
Item –  7 .01(a)  

Page  6 

Roll Call Ayes: 6  Bhave, Burns, Osmanski, Roberts, Schumacher, and 
Somogyi 

Nays: 0  
Absent: 1   Krinsky 
Abstain: 0 Motion  Carried: 6-0-1-0 
 

8.02 Approval Of  Donation Of  Golf  Equipment  From  The  First  Tee 
Of  Greater  Chicago For  Use  At Byrd Elementary  School In The 
Amount Of  $3,250.00 . 

MOTION by Mrs. Roberts, seconded by Mrs. Schumacher to  adopt the 
following  resolution:  

 
Roll Call Ayes: 6  Bhave, Burns, Osmanski, Roberts, Schumacher, and 

Somogyi 
Nays: 0  
Absent: 1   Krinsky 
Abstain: 0 Motion  Carried: 6-0-1-0 

 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT on the 13th day of November, 2017, the            
Community Consolidated School District 59 Board of Education        
accepts the donation of golf equipment with a value of $3,250.00 from            
the  The  First Tee  of Greater Chicago.  

BE IT RESOLVED THAT on the 13th day of November, 2017, the            
Community Consolidated School District 59 Board of Education        
accepts the donation of golf equipment to be used at Byrd Elementary            
School. This golf equipment will be used as resources for health and            
fitness activities while lessons emphasize skills, concepts and the         
First Tee Nine Core Values: honesty, integrity, sportsmanship,        
respect, confidence, responsibility, perseverance, courtesy and      
judgment. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Superintendent shall        
communicate to the donors, in writing, expressing the appreciation of          
the members of the Board of Education, and that these donations           
shall  be  listed  in  the  “official” minutes of this  meeting.  

SPECIAL INTEREST TOPICS  

9.01 FOIA  Requests 
Ms. Zerfahs shared  that  the  district received 4  FOIA  requests since 
the  last meeting:  

● 3  from outside  agencies 
● 1  from journalists 
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REPORTS OF THE  BOARD OF EDUCATION 
 
Board  Members were  asked  by Dr. Fessler to  sign  an 
acknowledgement  of the  mandated reporting referenced in  Board 
Policy 2:20 and  Board  Policy 5:90.  This  signed document will  be 
submitted  as evidence for  the  District 59  Compliance Audit in  April 
2018. 

 
 DRAFT OF BOARD WORKING  AGREEMENT 
By consensus, Board  Members present at the  November 13, 2017 
Board  meeting  agreed to  accept the  Board  Working  Agreement as 
modified.  
REPORTS OF THE  BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Mrs. Schumacher reported  on  two  articles. 

● TIFS  artificially freeze  property values in  the  TIF districts. 
None  of the  tax  revenues from  the  rising  property wealth 
is available to  schools, and  the  rising  property value 
districts are  not counted in  determining which  school 
districts are  most in  need  of state  funding. 

 
● Twice  as many 10-to-14  year olds are  committing  suicide 

today  than  a  decade ago, and  suicide now  accounts for 
more  middle  school  students deaths than  car crashes.  

 
Mrs. Osmanski  attended Math  Boot Camp  at Forest View.  
Mrs. Osmanski  and  Mrs. Schumacher attended the  Discipline 
Committee  meeting.  
 
Mrs. Roberts announced that  she  will  not be  able  to  attend a  couple 
Family and  Community Engagement Committee  meetings.  Ms. 
Krinsky will  be  attending as a  representative for  the  Board.  
 
Mrs. Somogyi  reported  that  she  attended the  Insurance  Committee 
Meeting  as an  alternate  prior to  the  BOE  meeting  this  evening. The 
Committee  is planning on  surveying staff and  discussed costs 
savings.  
 
REPORTS OF THE  SUPERINTENDENT’S TEAM 
 
2016  PARCC, 2017  Fall  FAST, and 2017  Fall  Fountas  &  Pinnell 
Results  
Executive  Director of Student Growth  and  Accountability, Dr. Josh 
Carpenter, and  Evaluation & Assessment Facilitator, Trisha  Senn 
presented to  the  Board  of Education.  Presentation linked  here .  
 

 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1gd4ONtvnqaVNlh6voa7RMRQUr47hZs0kohz7FSgKE2o/edit?usp=sharing


 
 

Board  Minutes –  11/13/2017 
Item –  7 .01(a)  

Page  8 

 
ATTORNEY FEES  -   Mrs. Zerfahs reported  on  the  amount spent for 
attorney fees. 
 

  CLOSED  SESSION 

MOTION at 10:35PM by Ms.Roberts, seconded by Mr. Bhave to  adopt the  following 
resolution: 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the appointment, employment, compensation,               
discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the public                   
body”, “Collective negotiating matters….” 5 ILCS 120/2 (c) (1, 2) of the                       
Open  Meetings Act.   
  

Roll Call Ayes:  6 Bhave, Burns,, Osmanski, Roberts, Schumacher,  and 
Somogyi 

Nays: 0  
Absent: 1 Krinsky  

Abstain: 0 

Motion  carried:  6-0-1-0 
 

Mrs. Schumacher left the meeting  at  11:00  PM. 
 

RECONVENE at 11:01  PM by Mrs. Roberts  seconded by Mrs. Osmanski 
to  adopt the following  resolution: 
 
 
BE IT  RESOLVED THAT on  the  13th day  of November, the 
Community Consolidated School  District 59  Board of Education 
meeting  is reconvened. 

 

Roll Call Ayes:  5 Bhave, Burns, Osmanski, Roberts, and Somogyi 

Nays: 0  
Absent: 2 Krinsky and Schumacher   

Abstain: 0 

Motion  carried:  5-0-2-0 

ADJOURNMENT  

MOTION at 11:02  PM by Mrs. Osmanski   seconded by Mrs. Roberts to  adopt the 
following  resolution: 
 
BE IT  RESOLVED THAT on  the  13th day  of November, the 
Community Consolidated School  District 59  Board of Education 
meeting  is adjourned. 
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ATTACHMENT #1  
Sign In Sheet from  November 13, 2017  Board of  Education Meeting 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 

Board  Minutes –  11/13/2017 
Item –  7 .01(a)  

Page  11 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Board  Minutes –  11/13/2017 
Item –  7 .01(a)  

Page  12 

 
 
 
ATTACHMENT #3  
WRITTEN  STATEMENT FROM  MARY VICARS 
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ATTACHMENT #4  
WRITTEN  STATEMENT FROM  JOAN BURKE  
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