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 Official Minutes of the Tuesday, October 9, 2018 
Board of Education Meeting 

 
Call to Order The Board of Education of Community Consolidated School District 59          

in County of Cook, State of Illinois, held a meeting in accordance with             
provisions of the Open Meetings Act, according to Illinois law, at the            
District 59 Administration Center, 1001 Leicester Rd., Elk Grove Village,          
Illinois on Tuesday, October 9, 2018. The meeting was called to order            
at 7:00PM.  

 
Roll Call Members Present: President Janice Krinsky, Vice-President Karen       

Osmanski, Secretary Tim Burns - Members: Sunil Bhave, Sharon         
Roberts, Mardell Schumacher, and Barbara Somogyi 
Members Absent:  

Others Superintendent, Dr. Arthur Fessler; Associate Superintendent, Tom       
Luedloff; Assistant Superintendent for Business Services, CBSO, Vickie        
Nissen; Assistant Superintendent for Instruction, Maureen McAbee;       
Assistant Superintendent for Educational Services, Karen Starr;       
Assistant Superintendent for Innovative Learning and Communication,       
Ben Grey; Executive Director for Human Resources, Ross Vittore;         
Executive Director of Literacy, Dr. Kim Barrett; Executive Director of          
Innovative Learning; Director of Multilingual Programs, and Recording;        
Executive Director of Student Growth and Equity, Dr. Katie Ahsell;          
Recording Secretary, Kathie Lange. 

Also Present Janet Russo, Director of Fiscal Services; Nicole Hansen, Purchasing         
Assistant; Eleni Berhanu, Staff Accountant; Sara Magnafichi, Byrd        
Elementary; Mary Jo Long, Grove Jr. High  
A scanned copy of the Guest Sign-In Sheet from October 9, 2018 is             
attached to minutes of this meeting (Attachment #1). 

Pledge of ​​ ​Allegiance  
4.0 DISCUSSION ITEMS 

4.01 ​​  Annual Board Governance Review  
The board reviewed suggested changes to the Board Governance Cycle 
and the Board Working Agreements.   The evaluation process will begin in 
March as listed in the Board Governance Cycle.   A suggestion was made 
to have the superintendent’s evaluation dates and a date for the Board 
Self Evaluation put on the calendar now in order to alleviate scheduling 
conflicts in the spring.  
 
The Board Governance Cycle and the Board Working Agreements will be 
brought back to the board for approval of the suggested changes. 
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4.02 Process for Reports of the Board​​ of Education 
The board discussed the types of agenda items that should be listed 
under Reports of the Board of Education, New and Continuing Business, 
and Discussion Items.  Mr. Bhave volunteered to draft definitions of the 
agenda headings for board review.  The board will continue the 
discussion at the board meeting on November 13, 2018. 

 
4.03   Presentation Miller Cooper & Co., LTD 

Ms. Betsy Allen, principal accountant from Miller Cooper, presented the 
fiscal year 2018 independent audit report to the board. She explained the 
new Government Accounting Standards Board Statement 75, which is 
included in the Government Wide Statements. This new statement does 
not impact the fund balances or the fund financial statements. The 2018 
Annual Financial Report will be submitted to the Illinois State Board of 
Education no later than October 15, 2018.  Copies of the draft documents 
are listed here: 

Draft Financial Statement 
Draft SAS Letter 
Draft Management Letter 

 
Ms. Kinsky asked that Ms. Nissen provide the district’s operating costs for 
the last couple of years and the projection for next year.  Ms. Nissen will 
put the information in the Board Weekly Update.  

 
4.04   Adoption of 2018 Tax Levy  

The Board discussed and adopted a resolution directing the         
administration to prepare the levy and that a public hearing date be set             
for November 19, 2018. At this meeting, when the President is satisfied            
that the concerns of the citizens are heard, the hearing is closed. At the              
December 10, 2018 board meeting the President will entertain a motion           
on the proposed levy resolution, and after any discussion by members of            
the Board, a roll call vote can be obtained. Following approval, the            
Certificate of Tax Levy is to be submitted to the Clerk of Cook County              
prior to the last Tuesday in December. A copy of the recommended            
Certificate of Tax Levy is included in the facing materials, and the original             
is included in the Board's signature file. The total 2018 capped funds levy             
of $82,700,000 is 3.84% above the 2017 extended levy of $79,643,699.           
As the Bond and Interest levy will automatically be added on by the             
County Clerk based on the Bond Ordinance on file with the Clerk’s office,             
it is not included on the Certificate of Tax Levy the District submits to the               
Cook County Director of Tax Extensions.  
 

4.05   Public Hearing on 2018 Tax Levy 
The Board of Education discussed and directed the administration to 
move forward with preparing the levy and to set the public hearing date 
for November 19, 2018. The state’s Truth in Taxation Law requires that if 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B4jnrx1wjfOuLU92dF9DNW0tWHZfVXh0cnk1UWstTUxIbHh3/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B4jnrx1wjfOuY3dEa3JLUHF6aGk1OVdELXVVNnM4d3JFVjBF/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B4jnrx1wjfOuV2tPVGpWeWZKQ2hFcmx6U2lYNnpTUWFIYkZr/view?usp=sharing
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the estimated levy exceeds 105% of the prior year’s extension, the district 
must give public notice of and hold a public hearing on its intent to adopt 
an aggregate levy.  While District 59’s proposed levy does not meet this 
5% level, the administration believes that meeting the spirit of the law is 
in the District’s and community’s best interest.  

 
This Resolution authorizes the Board of Education to hold a public 
hearing regarding the levy prior to adoption. Following the public hearing, 
a resolution should be approved adopting the levy.  

 
4.06   Authorization of Reduction of Certain Fund Levies for the 2018 Tax 

Levy 
Adoption of this resolution by the Board of Education provides direction to            
the County Clerk in assigning levy amounts by fund following final           
determination of total extension based upon new growth and the C.P.I.           
We are requesting a 3.84% increase in our levy over the prior year's             
extension. This amount is requested to assure that we receive the           
maximum allowable tax rate in accordance with the Property Tax          
Extension Limitation Act. This resolution provides direction to the County          
Clerk on how the individual fund extensions should be assigned based           
upon final determination of our allowable extension. As the County Clerk           
will automatically add on a 3% lost cost factor to the District's levy, this              
resolution directs the County Clerk to first reduce the individual extension           
to no less than the original levy, and then to apply any further reduction to               
the Operations and Maintenance (Building) Fund. 

 
4.07 Intergovernmental Agreement With Elk Grove Park District For the 

Operation of Yoga Kids  
During the summer of 2017, Jennifer Malone, a certified Yoga Kids instructor            
from the Elk Grove Park District (EGPD) provided a free professional learning            
opportunity for District 59 staff related to ​Yoga Kids​. The session taught the             
teachers some of the strategies that could be implement in classrooms and            
highlighted some of the potential benefits of Yoga Kids, such as energy            
regulation and coping with anxiety.  
 
Using Title IV funding earmarked for providing a well-rounded education and           
safe and healthy environment, the District was able to provide 18 hours of Yoga              
Kids instruction @ $54 per hour to students in the LOP program at Juliette Low.               
The overwhelming response from LOP staff, students, and the special education           
coordinator was very positive about the impact of the Yoga Kids program. We             
would like to continue the Yoga Kids program this year with the LOP classes at               
Juliette Low through an Intergovernmental Agreement with Elk Grove Park          
District.  

 

 

https://yogakids.com/
https://yogakids.com/
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5.0  COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

Ms. Kelley Zerfahs thanked the board for building the new 
administration/professional development center, congratulated Sara 
Magnafichi for being selected as a top 10 finalist for Teacher of the Year, 
and addressed the board on the topic of District 59 demographics and 
comparisons with surrounding districts. 

Mrs. Kathy Christian addressed the Board of Education on the topic of the 
bond referendum and to request a response to a letter she submitted at a 
board meeting in January of 2018 requesting a $5,000 monetary 
reimbursement for time off work, pain, suffering, and hardship.  She 
resubmitted the letter from January, 2018 (Attachment #2). 

Mrs. Gloria Schmidt thanked the Board of Education for having an open 
house and to request that all schools in District 59 hold an annual open 
house for the community to visit the schools. 

Mr. Bill Christian addressed the Board of Education to speak on behalf of 
neighbors that could not attend.   He stated that parking on residential 
streets was an issue recently due to professional development 
attendance.  Mr. Christian asked if staff could use St. Julian or Pirate’s 
Cove for overflow parking rather than residential streets. 

Mr. Leo Cox addressed the Board of Education on the topic of the 
District’s budget.   A copy of his address is attached (Attachment #3).  Ms. 
Nissen will provide a response. 

Mrs. Jaime Esler addressed the Board of Education to share information 
about Juliette Low’s PTO Book Fair and to refute statements made about 
the lack of books at Juliette Low.  A copy of her address is attached 
(Attachment #4). 

Mrs. Courtney Lang addressed the Board of Education to express support 
for the opportunity to share positive statements with the Board of 
Education.  She also shared information about her experience at the 
Juliette Low parent teacher conferences. 

Mr. Claude Crase commended the Board of Education on the academic 
program that is offered to students of District 59. 

6.0 CONSENT AGENDA 
 

MOTION by Mrs. Roberts, seconded by Mrs. Osmanski to adopt the following 
resolution: 
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BE IT RESOLVED THAT on the 9th day of October, 2018, the Community             
Consolidated School District 59 Board of Education approve the Consent          
Agenda as presented: 

6.01 Approval of Minutes-Prior Meetings 
a. Closed Meeting Meeting Minutes of August 6, 2018 Session II 
b.  Regular Meeting Minutes of September 10, 2018 
c. Closed Meeting Minutes of September 10, 2018 
d. Special Meeting Minutes of September 12, 2018 
e. Closed Meeting Minutes of September 12, 2018 
f. Regular Meeting Minutes of September 24, 2018 

 6.02  Disbursements Resolution 
a. Disbursement Listing for 2018-19 

6.03 Acceptance of Financial Reports  
a. Detail Balance Sheet as of August 31, 2018 
b. Combined Revenue and Expense Report as of August 31, 2018 
c. Investment Report as of August 31, 2018 
d. Activity Fund Statements as of August 31, 2018 

6.04 Acceptance of Recommendations: Human Resources Report 
a. Certified Contract 
b. Certified Temporary Contracts 
c. Certified Leave of Absence 
d. ESP Contracts 
e. ESP Temporary Contracts 
f. ESP Resignation 
g. Certified Lane Changes 

6.05 Approval to Destroy 18 Month Old or Older Closed Session Recordings  
Roll Call Ayes: 7   Bhave, Burns, Krinsky, Osmanski, Roberts, 

Schumacher and Somogyi  
Nays:       0  
Absent:     0  
Abstain:    0  

7.0 ACTION ITEMS 
7.01 Prepare 2018 Tax Levy And Set Date 
 

MOTION by Mr. Bhave, seconded by Mrs. Somogyi to adopt the following 
resolution: 

 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT​ on the 9th day of October, 2018 the Community 
Consolidated School District 59 Board of Education directs the 
Administration to prepare the 2018 levy; 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT​ the Board of Education conduct a 
public hearing on the proposed tax levy during the November 19, 2018 
school board meeting and notification of said hearing be circulated in an 
area newspaper announcing the public hearing. 
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Roll Call Ayes: 7   Bhave, Burns, Krinsky, Osmanski, Roberts, 

Schumacher and Somogyi  
Nays:        0  
Absent:      0  
Abstain:     0  

 
7.02 Prepare 2019-20 Budget 
 
MOTION by Mrs. Roberts, seconded by Mr. Bhave to adopt the following            
resolution: 
 
WHEREAS​, Section 5/17-1 of the ​Illinois School Code requires an annual           
budget to be prepared by some person or persons designated by the            
Board of Education, 
 
WHEREAS​, members of the Board of Education desire to have a           
tentative budget to be prepared and available for public inspection for at            
least 30 days prior to final action, 
 
WHEREAS​, members of the Board of Education desire to review the           
Maximum Allowable Reimbursement Amount (MARA) to be the amount         
budgeted for travel expenditures, 
 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT on the 9th day of October, 2018 the Community             
Consolidated School District 59 Board of Education designate the         
Superintendent to cause a tentative budget to be prepared for the fiscal            
year beginning July 1, 2019 and concluding June 30, 2020. Said budget            
to be presented to the Board of Education no later than the first regular              
meeting in July 2019.  

 
Roll Call Ayes: 7   Bhave, Burns, Krinsky, Osmanski, Roberts, 

Schumacher and Somogyi  
Nays:        0  
Absent:      0  
Abstain:     0  

 
7.03 Approval of 2019-20 Capital Projects  

MOTION by Mrs. Osmanski, seconded by Mrs. Somogyi to adopt the following            
resolution: 

WHEREAS​, members of the Board of Education completed a review of           
proposed capital improvement projects during the September 24, 2018,         
Board of Education meeting;  
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WHEREAS, ​the administration has recommended that items on the capital          
improvement project list be completed during the 2019-20 fiscal year;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT on October 9th, 2018, the           
Community Consolidated School District 59 Board of Education authorize         
the administration to proceed with purchasing and bid procedures required          
to implement the recommended projects as indicated on the 2019-20          
Capital Improvements Projects Report for the 2019-20 fiscal year. The          
cost for completion of district-wide building improvements, to be charged          
to the 2019-20 fiscal year Operations and Maintenance Fund, is estimated           
at $1,506,150. 

Roll Call Ayes: 7   Bhave, Burns, Krinsky, Osmanski, Roberts, 
Schumacher and Somogyi  

Nays:        0  
Absent:      0  
Abstain:     0  

 
7.04 Authorization to file FY18 Annual Financial Report with ISBE 

 
MOTION by Mrs. Roberts, seconded by Mrs. Somogyi to adopt the following 

resolution: 
WHEREAS, on the 9th day of October, 2018, the Board of Education has             
reviewed the Community Consolidated School District 59 Annual Financial         
Report (ISBE Form SD50-35) for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2018 as             
presented;  
 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Board of Education of Community          
Consolidated School District 59 accepts the Annual Financial Report (AFR)          
as Final and authorizes the filing of the AFR to the Illinois State Board of               
Education in accordance with 105 ILCS 5/3-7.  

Roll Call Ayes: 7   Bhave, Burns, Krinsky, Osmanski, Roberts, 
Schumacher and Somogyi  

Nays:       0  
Absent:      0  
Abstain:     0  

 
7.05 Approval of IEA Schools and Community Outreach by Educators 

Grant to Grove Junior High School for $1,000.00 
 

MOTION by Mrs. Schumacher, seconded by Mrs. Somogyi to adopt the          
following resolution: 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT on the 9th day of October, 2018, the Community             
Consolidated School District 59 Board of Education approves the grant of           
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$1,000.00 from the IEA SCORE Grant. This grant will go towards hosting Family             
Wellness Nights at Grove  Junior High School. 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT on the 9th day of October, 2018, the Community             
Consolidated School District 59 Board of Education approves the grant of           
$1,000.00 from IEA SCORE Grant, www.ieanea.org/score 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Superintendent shall communicate to the           
IEA SCORE Grant, in writing, expressing the appreciation of the members of the             
Board of Education, and that this donation shall be listed in the “official” minutes of               
this meeting. 

MOTION by Mrs. Schumacher, seconded by Mrs. Somogyi to adopt the following 
resolution: 

Roll Call Ayes: 7   Bhave, Burns, Krinsky, Osmanski, Roberts, 
Schumacher and Somogyi  

Nays:        0  
Absent:      0  
Abstain:     0  

 
7.06 Approval of Forest View PTO Donation for $3,200.00 

MOTION by Mrs. Schumacher, seconded by Mrs. Osmanski to adopt the following 
resolution: 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT on the 9th day of October, 2018, the            
Community Consolidated School District 59 Board of Education approves         
the donation of $3,200.00 from the Forest View PTO. This donation will            
support field trips and classroom supplies at Forest View Elementary          
School. 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT on the 9th day of October, 2018, the            
Community Consolidated School District 59 Board of Education approves         
the donation of $3,200.00 from the Forest View PTO, Mt. Prospect IL 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Superintendent shall        
communicate to the Forest View PTO, in writing, expressing the          
appreciation of the members of the Board of Education, and that this            
donation shall be listed in the “official” minutes of this meeting. 

Roll Call Ayes: 7   Bhave, Burns, Krinsky, Osmanski, Roberts, 
Schumacher and Somogyi  

Nays:       0  
Absent:      0  
Abstain:     0  

 
7.07 Approval of Computer Purchase Price For Previous Generation 

Computers 
MOTION by Mrs. Osmanski, seconded by Mrs. Roberts to adopt the following 



 
 
 

Board Minutes – ​10/09/2018 
Item – ​7.01(a.)  

Page 9 

resolution: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT on October 9, 2018 the Community Consolidated           
School District 59 Board of Education authorizes the option for staff to purchase             
their previous computer at fair market value - Macbook Pro $250 | Macbook Air              
$350. 

 
Roll Call Ayes: 7   Bhave, Burns, Krinsky, Osmanski, Roberts, 

Schumacher and Somogyi  
Nays:       0  
Absent:      0  
Abstain:     0  

8.0 SPECIAL INTEREST TOPICS  
8.01 FOIA Requests 
 

Mr. Vittore that since the last report there have been seven FOIAs that 
have been completed and three that are still being processed.  
 
Mrs. Schumacher read a prepared statement: 
 
Reply to Foia request of Janice Krinsky 
By Mardell Schumacher October 9, 2018 
 
As a board member, I hate to even dignify the Foia which requests my 
email communications with a dozen citizens of District 59, with whom 
some of them I am not even acquainted. 
  
I consider this an invasion of my privacy and an attack on my integrity 
and devotion to good honest boardsmanship.  I have always been 
available to listen to people in District 59, both staff and taxpayers.  I 
consider it a part of my duty as an elected official.  On occasion, I have 
replied to emails.  A couple of times I have shown my replies to Dr. 
Fessler just to be sure they were acceptable.  He gave me a thumbs up, 
and I sent them. 
  
What is really sad about this Foia from the school board president is that 
our District 59 employees had to waste over 3 hours of their time working 
on it.  It’s sad really for all concerned.  I would hate to think that anyone 
would be afraid to email me with questions or concerns because of this 
Foia. 
  
After all the years you have known me and how seriously I take my 
responsibilities, it is unthinkable that you could be so unkind.  If you had a 
question of me, why didn’t you ask me.  I would have given you an 
honest answer and satisfied your curiosity. 
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Most of all I would like to know why I was the only board member singled 
out and what your motive was for treating me with such disrespect.  What 
did you hope to gain with this foia? 
 
In response to Mrs. Schumacher’s question, Ms. Krinsky indicated that 
some of audience members were seen sending emails to Mrs. 
Schumacher at the last board meeting and she submitted a FOIA to find 
out what was in those emails. 
 
Mr. Vittore responded to inquiries about the attorney fees for FOIA 
requests. 

 
9.0 NEW/CONTINUING BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

9.01 2018-19 Board Calendar Agenda  
No discussion on this topic. 

 
9.02 Update on Strategic Planning 

Members of the Strategic Planning Subcommittee will hold a phone 
conference with Dr. Jeff Arnett, a strategic planning facilitator for school 
districts, on October 15, 2018. The board will receive the 
recommendations of the subcommittee on the type of services and the 
vendor(s) they suggest and participate in a full board discussion about 
next steps at the November 13, 2018, board meeting.  
 
In response to Dr. Burns’ question, Mrs. Nissen responded that funds for 
this type of facilitation had not been factored into the current budget.   Dr. 
Fessler shared that one facilitators would charge only expenses and no 
fee for training.  The board will continue discussion at the next board 
meeting. 
 

9.03 Update on Community Education Forum 
A tentative date of November 8, 2018, was discussed for a community 
education forum which will be topic-driven and will share information with 
the community.  The forum will be designed for the community to share 
feedback and dialogue as well as learn more from the district about 
district outcomes, Common Core, new initiatives, assessments, and other 
topics based on participant feedback.  Additional information will be 
shared with parents and the community as planning is finalized.  
 
Dr. Fessler invited those in the audience to send an email with 
suggestions for topics.  

 
10.0 REPORTS OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NZLJW9oqHuux-DfZDw8lqFl56n8TrGFSevfAlj1w_n0/edit
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Mrs. Roberts attend one session of the coaches’ learning experience 
workshops. 
 
Mr. Bhave attended the Juliette Low Book Fair and complemented Mrs. 
Jaime Esler for organizing the event. 
 
Mrs. Osmanski shared information about the District 59 Education 
Foundation Scotch Doubles Bowling fundraiser.   She also shared that 
Legat donated an additional $2,500 to the foundation.   Mrs. Osmanski 
thanked Mr. Ross Vittore for organizing the tours of the new 
administration center. 
 
Mrs. Somogyi attended the tour of the administration center with Mayor 
Craig Johnson.  
  
Dr. Burns requested information from Ms. Nissen regarding fueling the 
District 59 vehicles once the fuel tanks in Arlington Heights are depleted. 
Dr. Burns also requested an update on a community member’s request 
for a resource officer at Grove Jr. High School.   At Dr. Burns request, Dr. 
Fessler agreed that the topic can be added to the next agenda. 
 
Ms. Krinsky shared an invitation from Legat Architects for Board 
members to attend lunch and the Merit Award ceremony at the Joint 
Conference.   Legat was notified that they will receive the Award for the 
District 59 ELC. 
 

11.0 REPORTS OF THE SUPERINTENDENT’S TEAM  
District 59 was notified of a $49,912 grant issued by Rivers Casino for 
schools in Des Plaines - Brentwood and Devonshire.  Board members 
were invited to attend an award ceremony on October 15 at 12:30 p.m. 
Dr. Burns expressed concerns about accepting money from a casino.  
Dr. Fessler thanked Mr. Vittore for leading the tours of the new building 
and Mr. Ben Grey and Mr. Justin Sampson for hand delivering flyers to 
neighbors.  

 
12.0 CLOSED SESSION 

 
MOTION at 9:48 p.m. by Mr. Bhave, seconded by Mrs. Osmanski to adopt the 

following resolution: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT on the 9th day of October 2018, the            
Community Consolidated School District 59 Board of Education recess in          
a closed meeting for ​​discussion of “The appointment, employment,         
compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific       
employees of the District…”, 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(1) 
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ATTACHMENT #2 ​​ ​​Submitted by Kathy Christian 
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Attachment #3  ​​  Mr. Leo Cox 
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Attachment #4  - Jaime Esler 
 

 
 
 


