
	

	

October	1,	2019															

RE:	ELKS	2019-2020	Americanism	Essay	Contest	

Prizes:	$50	at	the	Local,	Level,	$500	at	the	State	Level	and	National	Contest		

Dear	Student,	

The	Elks	is	a	fraternal	organization	with	a	focus	on	Veterans	and	Children	in	need.	

Each	year,	the	Elks	sponsor	a	national	essay	contest	for	5	–	6th	and	7	–	8th	grade	Students.	

RULES:	

1) Essays	should	not	exceed	300	words.	
2) Essays	will	be	graded	on	spelling,	grammar	and	punctuation.	(30	points)	
3) Originality,	avoiding	over-used	phrases.	(30	points)	
4) Develop	the	Theme:	staying	focused	on	your	ideas	and	thoughts,	no	rambling.	(40	points)	

ESSAY	THEME:	“What	Does	Freedom	of	Speech	Mean	to	Me”	

DUE	DATE:	December	15,	2019	–	Essay	and	Cover	sheet	

Submit	via	–	Email:		jcorwinstraub@gmail.com	

Submit	via	–	US	Postal	Svc:	Des	Plaines	Elks	Lodge	#1526,	495	Lee	Street,	Des	Plaines,	IL	60016	

Prize	Info:	Des	Plaines	Elks	will	select	the	winner	of	both	divisions,	with	winners	each	receiving	$50.	

The	winning	essays	will	be	submitted	to	our	District	for	further	selection.	District		essay	winners	will	
then	compete	at	the	State	level	for	a	chance	to	receive	$500	and	one	night	lodging	in	Springfield,	IL	
along	with	banquet	tickets	for	the	family	at	the	May	2020	Elks	State	convention	in	Springfield.	The	
National	winner	will	receive	recognition	at	the	July	2020	Elks	National	convention	in	Baltimore,	MD.	

Enclosed	you	will	find	rules	for	the	contest	and	the	essay	contest	sheet.	Please	contact	me	with	any	
questions,	jcorwinstraub@gmail.com	or	847.971.2171	

We	look	forward	to	reading	some	amazing	essays	written	by	YOU!	

Regards,	

John	C	Straub,	PER,	Americanism	Chair,	Des	Plaines	Elks	Lodge	1526	

	

This activity is not sponsored by Community Consolidated School District 59, any 
of its schools, or groups officially associated with the District. 
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