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Curriculum Council focused on Literacy

● Strategic Plan Goal 1

○ Readiness/Achievement/ Proficiency/Growth

○ Curriculum Clarity

○ Aligned Assessment System

Curriculum Council Rationale



Partnering with the Instruction Department, 
the Curriculum Council consists of: 
● 19 K-8 teachers 

● 6 Building administrators

● 4 Instructional Coaches

● 2 Literacy Interventionists 

● 2 Special Services Coordinators

● Coordinator of Assessment and MTSS

Participants
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● Examine best practices from literacy research

● Identify literacy priority standards 

● Create district literacy belief statements 

Purpose
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● 4 meetings → discussing best practices in literacy 
(October- December)

● 3 meetings → identifying priority standards 
(January & February)

● 2 meetings → creating literacy belief statements 
(February)

Council Meetings
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Read, analyzed, and discussed:
● the urgency of ensuring students are proficient 

readers and writers
● best practices and elements of developing 

literacy communities in the classroom 
● the components that lead to deep 

comprehension of texts

Participated in “grounding activities” - modeling best 
practice lessons based on standards

Best Practices from Literacy Research
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Priority standards are a carefully selected subset 
of the total list of grade level standards that 
require the greatest emphasis for instruction and 
assessment.

They represent the assured student 
competencies that each teacher provides via the 
districts adopted core curricular resource.

Ainsworth, 2019

Priority Standards
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Use light colored text on dark background. 
Light gray on blue would be a good 
combination as seen here.

Title Text Here in Proxima Nova



Belief Statements 
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● Distributed in late November

● Asked for feedback on alignment of 
learning standards and our current 
curricular resources

● 165 responses 
(70% of K-8 teachers of literacy)

Teacher Survey
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Teacher Survey
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Teacher Survey
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Teacher Survey
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The ideal literacy curricular resource would include: 

“Units and lessons that are clearly aligned to all the priority literacy targets. 
Built-in formative and summative assessments that align to the 
standardized assessment.” 

“Variety of text types, lengths, readabilities. Materials and lesson plans for 
reteaching students in small groups.” 

“Embedded strategies for increased student engagement.”

“A link to content instruction…Reading and writing around real ideas from 
the world that builds student vocabulary and background knowledge.”

Administration and Coach Survey
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● 6-8 English Language Arts- pilot in progress (public viewing of materials will begin on April 7th)

● K-2 Foundational Skills (2022-2023 school year)- exploration of materials in progress

● K-5 English Language Arts- begin curricular review process next school year

● K-8 Dual Language- in progress with DLLT 

Timeline Overview
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In Closing…

Literacy is a bridge from misery to 
hope. It is a tool for daily life in 
modern society…For everyone, 
everywhere, literacy is, along with 
education in general, a basic human 
right…Literacy is, finally, the road to 
human progress and the means 
through which every man, woman, 
and child can realize his or her full 
potential. 

Kofi Annan, 1997


