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Challenges that CCSD59 faces 
regarding imbalances in 

School utilization and Demographics



Challenges with Imbalance: Elementary Utilization

Three (3) schools currently operating 15% above or below 
the district average in terms of utilization.



Challenges with Imbalance: Elementary School 
Demographics

• 6 of the 11 total elementary schools in the district currently operate over/under 15% 
average in terms of demographics.  

• 5 schools are outside of the 15% threshold in several demographic categories.

• 10 of the 11 total elementary schools operate between 10-15% over/under the district 
average in demographics.

• 1 elementary school operates within 10% of the district average in all demographics.



Challenges with Imbalance: 
Junior High Schools

Junior High Schools are balanced in terms of demographics, and there 
is a slight imbalance in utilization.

Grove JHS is at 95% utilization when the district utilization for JHS is 
80%.



Several DRAFT options have been explored to evaluate alternatives 
that can address imbalances.  All options presented are considered 
DRAFT, and nothing is finalized until the Board of Education approves 
a plan.

Options involve:
• Potential movement of boundaries i.e. redistricting. 
• Alternate uses of facilities (repurpose for another grade level 

and/or special programs).
• Pairing schools together so that 2 schools serve a geographic area 

as K-2 and 3-5 grade schools.

Any option that provides a potential solution would not be 
implemented until 2023-24 school year at the earliest.

We fully expect that options can/will be modified as we engage with 
the board and public about what is best for all children in CCSD59.



School Pairing is a common method used to help alleviate imbalances in school 
utilization and demographics.  Benefits of pairing (K-2/3-5) include:

• Focus and concentration of curriculum/services to 3 grade levels (as K-2 or 3-5) 
instead of 6 (as K-5). 

• Larger number of teachers to collaborate with on grade level.
• More classrooms per grade level could provide more opportunities to match 

students to teachers according to teaching and learning styles.
• More resources available in media center geared towards individual grades.
• Student feel safe being with other students near/at their own age.
• Students may be able to participate on a more equitable level in more activities and 

be less influenced by older students.
• Larger number of classes in 3 grade level school allows more opportunities for 

students from special needs and ELL classes to be integrated with typical peers on 
a more regular basis.

• Building principal of a 3-grade level school has more of a focus for planning 
developmentally appropriate school initiatives, activities, and professional 
development. 

• Although an added number of school transitions can be seen as a downside, some 
believe that having students experience a transition earlier in their schooling better 
helps them adapt when they transition to Junior High School.

Benefits of School Pairing



Some challenges that exist with pairing of schools include:

• Less convenient for families for parental involvement, PTA participation, and 
parent volunteers.

• Communication with families if children are at multiple schools instead of one.
• More transitions between schools.
• Staff/student/parent relationships don’t have as much longevity as a K-5 school.
• Fewer opportunities for interaction between grade groups including tutoring.
• Scheduling overlaps in family involvement from campus to campus, such as 

Parent Teacher Conferences.
• Transportation from communities to 2 schools instead of 1 although routing can be 

coordinated to provide efficiency.

Challenges with School Pairing



Elementary School:
DRAFT Redistricting Only Option

∙ All grade cohorts remain the same as K-5 Schools
∙ Students are only moved if they attend their zoned school, but 

not if they are attending out of zone (i.e. programs or specialty 
schools)

∙ Moves boundary lines
∙ Does not pair schools
∙ Improves utilization but not demographics.



Elementary Schools: Option 1



Elementary Schools: Option 1



Elementary Schools: Redistricting Only

Brings all schools within 10% of the average utilization except for 
Juliette Low ES, which would be 12% below average utilization.

∙ All grade cohorts remain the same as 
K-5 Schools

∙ Moves boundary lines
∙ Does not pair schools
∙ Improves utilization but not 

demographics.



Elementary Schools: Redistricting Only

Redistricting option does not resolve imbalances in demographics that 
currently exist among schools.

∙ All grade cohorts remain the same as 
K-5 Schools

∙ Moves boundary lines
∙ Does not pair schools
∙ Improves utilization but not 

demographics.



Elementary School:
DRAFT Pairing/Redistricting Option 1 

∙ Moves boundary lines and pairs schools
∙ Estimates count all CCSD59 students living within each zone 

per the grade level
∙ Pairs 

∙ Devonshire (K-2) / Brentwood (3-5) 
∙ Forest View (K-2) / Low (3-5) 
∙ Jay (K-2) / Frost (3-5), 
∙ Rupley (K-2) / Salt Creek (3-5)
∙ Byrd (K-2) / Clearmont (3-5)

∙ Repurposes Ridge (usage to be determined)
∙ Improves demographic balance



Elementary Schools: Option 1



Elementary Schools: Option 1



Elementary Schools: Pairing/Redistricting Option 1

Brentwood ES at 86% utilization but overall schools are closer to 
district average utilization.



Pairing schools removes all imbalances over 15% and only a few that 
are over/under 10% of the district averages.

Elementary Schools: Pairing/Redistricting Option 1



Elementary School:
DRAFT Pairing/Redistricting Option 2 

∙ Moves boundary lines and pairs schools
∙ Pairs 

∙ Devonshire (K-2) / Brentwood (3-5), 
∙ Forest View (K-2) / Low (3-5), 
∙ Jay (K-2) / Frost (3-5), 
∙ Ridge (K-2) / Salt Creek (3-5) and 
∙ Byrd (K-2) / Clearmont (3-5)

∙ Repurposes Rupley (usage to be determined)
∙ Improves demographic balance



Elementary Schools: Option 1



Elementary Schools: Option 1



Elementary Schools: Pairing/Redistricting Option 2

Using Ridge instead of Rupley in Option 2 shows higher utilization for 
that pairing.



Elementary Schools: Pairing/Redistricting Option 2

Pairing schools removes all imbalances over 15% and only a few that 
are over/under 10% of the district averages.



Elementary School:
DRAFT Pairing/Redistricting Option 3 
∙ Moves boundary lines and pairs schools
∙ Flips grade cohorts of Devonshire/Brentwood and Jay/Frost as 

compared to Options 1 and 2
∙ Pairs 

∙ Brentwood (K-2) / Devonshire (3-5), 
∙ Forest View (K-2) / Low (3-5), 
∙ Frost (K-2) / Jay (3-5), 
∙ Ridge (K-2) / Rupley (3-5)
∙ Byrd (K-2) / Clearmont (3-5)

∙ Repurposes Salt Creek to a Junior High School
∙ Maintains perfect feeder patterns
∙ Improves demographic balance



Elementary Schools: Option 1



Elementary Schools: Option 1



Elementary Schools: Pairing/Redistricting Option 3

Communities on Oakton Rd go to Ridge/Rupley which lowers Juliette 
Low ES utilization.  Ridge ES utilization is still high like in Option 2.



Elementary Schools: Pairing/Redistricting Option 3

Pairing schools removes all imbalances over 15% and only a few that 
are over/under 10% of the district averages.  More demographic 
categories in the yellow than pairing options 1 and 2.

K-2

3-5



Elementary School:
DRAFT Pairing/Redistricting Option 4 
∙ Moves boundary lines and pairs schools
∙ Flips grade cohorts of Devonshire/Brentwood and Jay/Frost as compared 

to Options 1 and 2
∙ Pairs

∙ Brentwood (K-2) / Devonshire (3-5), 
∙ Forest View (K-2) / Low (3-5), 
∙ Frost (K-2) / Jay (3-5), 
∙ Ridge (K-2) / Byrd (3-5) 
∙ Clearmont (K-2) / Rupley (3-5)

∙ Repurposes Salt Creek to a Junior High School
∙ Creates a feeder pattern split at Frost / Jay between Friendship and 

Holmes
∙ Improves utilization
∙ Improves demographic balance



Elementary Schools: Option 1



Elementary Schools: Option 1



Elementary Schools: Pairing/Redistricting Option 4

Communities on Oakton Rd go to Clearmont/Rupley which lowers 
Juliette Low ES utilization.  Other schools are within 15% of the district 
utilization.



Elementary Schools: Pairing/Redistricting Option 4

Pairing schools removes all imbalances over 15% and only a few that 
are over/under 10% of the district averages.  More demographic 
categories in the yellow than pairing options 1 and 2.

K-2
3-5



Junior High School:
DRAFT Redistricting Option

∙ Same option for JHS for the redistricting and pairing options 1 
and 2.

∙ Communities on Oakton Rd. moved to Holmes JHS from 
Grove JHS to balance school utilization.



Elementary Schools: Option 1



Elementary Schools: Option 1



Junior High Schools: Redistricting Option 

Balance of utilization and minimal number of students impacted.  
Option fits for ES redistricting option and pairing options 1 and 2.



Minor adjustment has little impact on demographics versus the balance 
provided to improved utilization.

Junior High Schools: Redistricting Option



Junior High School:
DRAFT Redistricting Option 3

∙ Repurposes Salt Creek to a Junior High School
∙ All ES paired schools feed 100% into JHS.



Elementary Schools: Option 1



Elementary Schools: Option 1



Junior High Schools: Option 3 

Attempt to maintain 100% feeders from ES to JHS results in imbalance 
between Friendship and Holmes.



Imbalance in demographics above 15% from average for Grove JHS 
with Oasis Mobile Home and Oakton Rd. communities feeding into 
same school.

Junior High Schools: Option 3



Junior High School:
DRAFT Redistricting Option 4

∙ Repurposes Salt Creek to a Junior High School
∙ Frost / Jay ES pairing splits between Holmes and Friendship 

JHS.



Elementary Schools: Option 1



Elementary Schools: Option 1



Junior High Schools: Option 4 

Splitting Frost/Jay paired school zone between Friendship and Holmes 
results in more balanced utilization.



Imbalance in demographics above 15% from average for Grove JHS 
with Oasis Mobile Home and Oakton Rd. communities feeding into 
same school.

Junior High Schools: Option 4

4 4
4



Questions?


