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An eligible immigrant student according to federal regulations, is defined as a student: 

1. ages 3 through 21; 
2. not born in any of the 50 states, the District of Columbia, or the Commonwealth of 

Puerto Rico; and 
3. who has not been attending one or more schools in any one or more states for more 

than three full academic years.

Newcomer Program
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Curricular Resources: 
Vista Adopted July 2022
R180 The Code  Adopted July 2024

Program Structure: 
Students are seen by an certified ESL teacher for 
approximately 30 minutes a day in a small group setting for 
targeted linguistic support. 

Newcomer Curriculum Elementary and Structure
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Includes:
● Grade level scope and sequence of standards
● Scaffolded content to build background knowledge and 

academic vocabulary
● Language acquisition strategies to support explicit language 

instruction
● ESL Resource teachers piloted the use of this product in 

the spring of 2022, provided feedback on a material 
evaluation rubric and unanimously recommended the 
adoption of this resource

Vista Curriculum Background
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Sheltered Classes for Newcomers - Based on Linguistic Need 
and Parent Choice
● ELA
● Math 
● Content (Science/Social Science)
● SEL 

○ Partnership with Elk Grove Township

Jr. High Newcomer Structures and Curriculum 
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I

Jr. High Newcomer Sheltered Curriculum 
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ELA ESL Math ESL Content ESL
Science & Social Science

● Vista (functional 
language) focused on 
the four domains of 
language

● Read 180 The Code 
(foundational skills)

● Modified Illustrative Math 
curriculum

● Prioritized lessons based on 
common core grade-level 
major work standards

● Emphasis on math 
academic vocabulary & 
language development

● Modified embedded unit 
assessments

● Modified STEMscopes & HMH 
curriculum 

● Prioritized lessons based on 
grade-level standards 

● Emphasis on academic 
vocabulary & language

● Modified assessments
● Focus on one content each 

quarter 



Shift to needs based staffing per building
● Partnered with Harper to provide endorsements to ELA jr. 

high staff in order meet linguistic support needs that were not 
being addressed

● Reviewed and restructured ESL staffing plan to meet 
linguistic needs per building (added FTE 22 -25)

● Added dual language resource staff  
○ Bilingual interventionists
○ Newcomer Support (supports dual and newcomer)

Staffing Allocations 

ML Newcomer and Dual Language Curriculum



● Literacy Council and DLLT
○ Common Core State Standards aligned 
○ Benchmark Adelante /Advance 

■ Adopted Spring 2023
○ Integrated content (science and social science) and 

literacy 

K-5 Dual Language - Literacy 
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Elementary 
K-5 Spanish
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● Texts are authentic to 
Spanish language

● Annotations can be 
made right in the 
student booklets
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● Vocabulary instruction consists of 
preteaching, scaffolded 
introductions, and practice activities

● Includes general academic and 
content specific words  
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Grade level appropriate passages and tasks to assess 
student performance against the priority reading, 
writing, and language standards in each unit.

Assessments on priority skills 
can guide small group 
instruction decisions. 
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● Daily explicit and systematic 
instruction

● Corrective feedback
● Resource book and anchor 

charts 

● Weekly grammar and language skills 
● Located in reading or writing lessons 



Bilingual learners use reading, writing, listening and speaking in two languages, throughout their 
instructional day.  During Biliteracy Time, cross-linguistic transfer, translanguaging, the 
Bridge, metalinguistic focus, and code-switching could all be occurring.
● K-2: Explicit focus on foundational skills and cross linguistic transfers

Biliteracy Time
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Curriculum has been improved to address all critical elements of literacy development.             
*However, our instructional practices have also shifted to focus on explicit instruction in 
foundational skills and evidence-based reading instruction, which is supported by the 
Illinois Comprehensive Literacy Plan.  

Comparison of New vs. Prior Curriculum
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Benchmark Adelante Lucy Calkins Units of Study

● Authentic Spanish materials 
● Integrated with content and interconnected 

learning within the literacy domains
● Dedicated biliteracy time
● Literacy assessments in Spanish 
● Addresses the four domains of language 

(listening, speaking, reading and writing)
● Strong foundational skills focus

● Materials translated into Spanish 
● Lack of connection within the domains 

of literacy 
● Separate phonics program Fonética y 

Gramática
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● Science & Social Science priority lessons aligned to the topics in 
Benchmark

● Additional week-long mini content units in grades 3-5
● Language of instruction same as literacy with opportunities to 

bridge key concepts and vocabulary to the other language 

Elementary Science and Social Science 



Illustrative Math Curriculum 
- Year 4 of ImplementationDual Language Math 
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DL Language Unit Pacing Elements by Unit: 
3 additional days allocated per IM unit for transfer of language
- 1 day for Language Bend
- 1 day for Bridge & Metalinguistic Analysis
- 1 day for Extension Activity(ies) - using IM optional lesson 
components



● LRC
● Music
● Visual Arts
● PE
● Instrumental Music (Band/Orchestra 

in 5th Grade)

Specials and Physical Education
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● Curriculum resource specific training from publisher 
and instructional coaches

● Biliteracy Framework Refresh with Dr. Jose Medina 
and C6 Framework provided during summer and all 
institute days

● ESL and newcomer ongoing PD during job alikes
● Coaching support for all teachers
● Conference attendance 

Ongoing Professional Learning and Support for Staff

ML Newcomer and Dual Language Curriculum



ML Newcomer and Dual Language Curriculum

● District MTSS Team participation in biliteracy assessment 
workshop to inform the development of an assessment 
trajectory for dual language students

● iReady conversations around the details of the anticipated 
launch of adaptive Spanish Assessment planned for SY 
24-24

● Piloting alternative assessments this spring with dual 
language staff to determine if a shift needs to be made 
moving forward

● Consideration of interim language assessment for 
newcomer ESL students to support

Current SY Assessment Goal for Language Update
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● The district MTSS process is the same for all students with the 
exception of using linguistic levels to make decisions for EL 
students

● EL students have access to all district provided interventions when 
appropriate 

● New Interventions purchased for use with multilingual students 
from 22-24
○ Estrellitas/Fugaces (Spanish)
○ ENIL (Spanish)
○ R180 The Code (English)

MTSS and Multilingual Interventions
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● Dual Language Leadership Team 
● Adoption of authentic literacy resource
● Spanish Interventions
● Professional Learning Focus on Biliteracy 

Best Practices 
● Newcomer curriculum- scope and 

sequence
● Newcomer professional learning district 

and building led

Key Strategic Shifts Leading to Student Growth 



ML Newcomer and Dual Language Curriculum

ESL Newcomers:
○ Continue to strengthen linguistic supports within their classrooms
○ Continue to provide opportunities for students to access additional 

linguistic supports 
Jr. High Newcomer EL program updates for next year 

○ Identify an interim assessment for clear transitions from level to 
level

○ Updating and enhancing  our current classroom structures and 
supports

Dual Language 
○ Assessment Biliteracy Trajectory in DL 

Next Steps:



Questions and Discussion
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